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GROWING  CHURCHES

God has placed the church in the world as His divine agency for reaching the lost. When believers are not reaching the lost, they are disobedient to His divine purpose for the church. It is not a matter of whether we want to make converts or not. It is a mater of whether we want to be obedient or disobedient to His command. Therefore, we have no other alternative, as believer, but to reproduce disciples. The church must grow; church growth is God’s plan.

 One way to grow is through strengthening small churches. While the United States of America can boast of some large churches with thousands of people attending every Sunday, most of the churches of America are relatively small. The national norm for attendances is approximately seventy-five. However, many 9of the small churches can be, and must be, strengthened. If God’s purpose for the church is to be fulfilled, these small churches must begin to reproduce. Merely to exist as a church, or to have a token presence in a community, is not sufficient to fulfill the command of Jesus Christ. These churches must make converts, and if they are not making converts, something is wrong. Consequently, we must evaluate these churches, identify the hindrances to growth, and take corrective measures that will allow growth.

 To identify hindrances to growth is a very delicate process, because most pastors and members as well, will rationalize as to why they are small. As one pastor put it, “Things are going great. We had some blessed subtractions this past year. We are keeping our church clean.” Or they will say, “We have to be making some progress. Our finances are up, and we have built a new building; however, it is true that we haven’t gained any people.” But we must stress again that God has commanded us to make converts. Church growth is His plan, and if we want to be obedient to His commission, we must grow. For this reason, we must be willing to take a look at ourselves and objectively evaluate our churches to determine where we are failing.

 Some of the common causes for churches remaining small are ineffective pastors, problem members, inadequate facilities, church location, and a lack of trained personnel. 

 When we address these problems, we will experience growth.
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