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Introduction


God chooses individuals at specific times in history to accomplish insurmountable tasks. For centuries, names such as Martin Luther, John Calvin, Jacob Arminius and John Wesley, among others, represent traditions of religion and volumes of written and spoken materials vital to the Christian faith. More recent names include Fanny Crosby, William J. Seymour, Oral Roberts and Billy Graham. In the same fashion, God anointed a man to impact the worldwide Pentecostal movement and help pave the way for the future of Pentecostal theology and renewal studies. God called Dr. Ray H. Hughes, Sr., to blaze a global, Pentecostal trail and help prepare a denomination for the return of Christ. 

Through gifts of evangelism, preaching, teaching, administration and writing, the anointing of the Holy Spirit saturated Hughes in a unique and supernatural way. Coined as “The Preacher of Preachers,” “Mr. Pentecost,” and “The Silver-Tongued Orator,” the manifestation of the Spirit’s power revealed what God can accomplish through one man. The following pages outline a brief sketch of the Pentecostal life, ministry and global contributions of Ray H. Hughes, Sr. Perhaps the reader will conclude certainly this man tapped into something extraordinary as he totally surrendered to a global mandate.    

1. Early Life, Education and Ministry


Born on March 7, 1924, in Calhoun, Georgia, Hughes’ father and mother, Joseph Harrison Hughes and Emma Lou Hughes, owned a spread of 240 acres near Cedar Creek in Gordon County.
 The farm grounds contained rich, black marble but there was no money to mine the ground. Nevertheless, the family worked the farm and the Lord provided their needs. Hughes, the oldest, had two brothers and two sisters, Helen, Jacqueline, Billy and Dale, eventually providing ample labor for chores around the farm. Paint was a luxury in the wake of the depression, so Hughes’ unpainted house depicted humble but delightful beginnings.


In 1928, the family moved to Akron, Ohio, but Hughes continued to visit and harvest the ground near Calhoun during the summers.
 Hughes ate lots of watermelon during those days, one of which grew to eighty pounds, and played baseball with wound thread and a stick. He admits, “I won’t tell you what we used for bases.” Hughes enjoyed those hot summer days on the farm and claims, “I have a fond memory of that area.”


Both parents were unsaved when they moved to Ohio and were Missionary Baptists by birth. They connected with Market Street Church of God;
 but as a part-time bootlegger, Joseph made booze in the basement.
 One night at a revival, Emma felt conviction and marched to the altar to receive her salvation. Days later, Joseph received salvation with a five gallon crock brewing and 300 bottles of beer on the shelf at home.
 After arriving back home, Joseph poured all his alcohol down the sewer while Emma clacked her heels and shouted glory.
        


  From the beginning, it seems the miraculous encompassed Hughes’ destiny. At the age of six, he suffered “some type of paralysis.” As a child at a district meeting in Youngstown, Ohio, his father picked him up, carried him out and put him in the backseat of his 1928 Chevy. Joseph laid his big hand on Hughes’ forehead and prayed, “Lord, we give you Ray today and we want you to heal him.” Although Hughes wondered why his father wanted to give him away, the next morning Hughes “leaped from the bed over his father to the floor.”
 At the age of nine, Hughes experienced salvation in Akron,
 under the preaching of Earl P. Paulk, Sr.,
 and prayed “right through to the baptism of the Holy Ghost. Some were praying to let go and some were praying to hold on,” but Hughes received the deeper connection for which he was looking.
 In the same year at a revival at Erwin Hill Church of God near Calhoun, Georgia, Hughes noticed his parents talking to Troy C. Messer, the evangelist preaching there, in the middle of a clay road.
 Hughes walked to the group, and Messer spoke a word of prophecy that changed Hughes’ life forever. He prophesied while anointing Hughes with oil, “You shall be a preacher.” Hughes comments, “I thought that that was a grand experience, something other kids didn’t get.”
     

When fifteen years old, Hughes traveled to Bible school in Sevierville, Tennessee, where he received confirmation of his calling one spring Saturday afternoon during revival.
 He cried convulsively and prayed for further confirmation from the Lord by requesting someone contact him to preach.
 Within two weeks, Hughes received a letter and preached his first revival upon graduation from Bible school at sixteen years of age at Erwin Hill.
 Unbeknown to Hughes, this began his ordained and life-long path to preach, and preach he did. 
In 1940, Hughes preached at Erwin Hill for six nights, Sugar Valley Church of God in Sugar Valley, Georgia, five nights, and then Calhoun Church of God for two weeks in Calhoun, Georgia.
 Hughes admits he preached “many things I knew and many things I didn’t know.” He married Marian Euverla Tidwell, whom he met in Bible school, on April 4, 1942, at the age of eighteen and continued to preach.
 Most of his revivals during the early 1940s lasted from three weeks to eighteen weeks due to the powerful moves of God in the services.
 In 1942, Hughes held a revival for seven and one-half weeks in Frankfurt, Illinois. During this time, the church nearly doubled in size.
 He conducted a seven-week revival in Wilmington, North Carolina, in 1943, and preached his first camp meeting in Kentucky.
 From this point forward, Hughes preached scores of camp meetings in every U.S. state except three.
 By 1984, Hughes had preached at approximately 500 camp meetings and campaigns, with the number significantly larger today.

Hughes’ longest revival lasted eighteen weeks while he planted a church in Fairfield, Illinois, in 1944.
 He preached every night, except for Saturday nights, and mixed mortar during the day to build the church. He also sold his car to buy cement blocks for the church. During the same year, Benton, Illinois, marked a six-week revival, while in 1947, Hughes preached forty-nine consecutive nights under a tent in Greenville, South Carolina, after a church burned to the ground.
 

While holding the official position of evangelist for eight years, two of Hughes’ most memorable meetings include a five-week stay in Flint, Michigan, where Hughes never saw the ground because of snow and ice, and a revival in Detroit, Michigan, where Euverla awoke one night shouting and speaking in tongues. It caused a mighty move of God in the church.
   
In 1947, Hughes preached four nights at Ward Theater in Kingston, Jamaica, to a packed house of 2,500 every night. He was told by police that thousands tried to break into the theater during his nightly preaching. Nine hundred people received salvation and scores received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
 September 27, 1948, proved a remarkable occasion. At twenty-four years of age, Hughes preached “Christ is the Answer” to an overflowing crowd of over 21,000 at a giant Full Gospel Youth Rally at Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles.
 It was the first time the Bowl reached overflow capacity, and over 1,500 people received salvation. Six different denominations represented the event, although others attended. Charles W. Conn remarks, “That was before any of the contemporary evangelists were widely known.”


Although Hughes pastored in Fairfield, Illinois, from 1945 to 1946, and Chattanooga, Tennessee, from 1948 to 1952, he remained an evangelist at heart.
 While pastoring North Chattanooga Church of God, the Lord spoke to Hughes one day as he prayed in the empty auditorium, “I’ve given you the gift of evangelism.”
 Charles W. Conn remarks, “Evangelism has always been his foremost ministry, although he has been successful as pastor, state overseer, and denominational executive.”
 As a young evangelist and pastor, Hughes carried the Pentecostal message across the United States and to several foreign countries. But towards the end of the 1940s, Hughes’ gifts of leadership and administration took him to new heights in the Church of God.

2. Church of God Official, Leadership and Education


Besides pastoring twice in the 1940s and early 1950s, Hughes never pastored again.
 Rather, he held several administrative positions in the Church of God. Beginning in 1948, he served on the National Youth Board.
 Then from 1952 to 1956, he held the title of General Director of Youth and Christian Education.
 During this time, Hughes promoted several outreach and Sunday School programs for the youth and adults of the church, along with promoting the message of Christ.
 The church appointed Hughes as State Overseer of Maryland-Delaware, D.C., from 1956 to 1960.
 Hughes planted twenty-one churches in the area and built a church campground.
 It was also during this time Hughes served his first tenure on the Executive Council and became member of the National Evangelism Committee.
 Eventually, he worked thirty-two years on the Executive Council.
 Hughes became National Radio Speaker for the Church of God from 1960–1963, and President of Lee College from 1960–1966.
 While President of Lee College, Hughes raised enrollment from 312 to 1,084 while raising funds to build a new snack shop, construct the Higginbotham Administrative Building (1963), and construct the Lois Beech Science Building (1965).


Always the educator, Hughes led by example while President at Lee. He desired “to have the best credentials possible for the sake of the Church of God.”
 Hughes holds degrees from Lee College, (A.A.), Tennessee Wesleyan College, (B.A., 1963), University of Tennessee, (M.S., 1964; Ed.D., 1966), and Lee College, (Litt. D.).
 Hughes’ dissertation, “The Transition of Church-Related Junior Colleges to Senior Colleges, With Implications for Lee College,” established a foundation for a four-year accreditation for the college.
 Hughes pushed the advancement of education globally and in many of his writings, speeches and sermons.


Hughes held the titles of Third Assistant General Overseer two tenures (1966–1968; 1992–1994), Second Assistant General Overseer one tenure (1968–1970), First Assistant General Overseer four tenures (1970–1972; 1976–1978; 1986–1990; 1994–1996), and General Overseer three tenures (1972–1974; 1978–1982; 1996).
 Hughes is the only person in the history of the Church of God to serve as General Overseer on three different occasions.
 Besides holding committee positions, Hughes served as President of Lee College a second time (1982–1984), member of the Centennial Commission (1981), President of Church of God Theological Seminary (1984–1986), State Overseer of Georgia (1974–1976), and Chairman of the Evangelism and Home Missions Board (1990–1992).
 While at Lee College, Hughes “planned and completed a new athletic facility, named Paul Dana Walker Arena,” and raised over $1,000,000 to help fund the Hal Bernard Dixon, Jr., Pentecostal Research Center and Squires Library, originally proposed as the Pentecostal Resource Center.


Although serving as administrator and educator, Hughes always focused on evangelism. His leadership positions within the Church of God allowed him more freedom to travel abroad and spread the message of Christ globally and ecumenically. 
3. Ecumenical Ties and Global Travels

Besides Hughes’ interdenominational meeting at Hollywood Bowl and his first international trip to Jamaica, Hughes traveled extensively world-wide. From the early 1950s to the early 1990s, Hughes averaged 100,000 miles traveling per year. By 1984, Hughes had traveled over 3,000,000 miles in the air, with the number now over 6,000,000 miles in the air and over 1,500,000 miles by car.

Much of Hughes’ travels revolved around representing the Pentecostal World Conference (PWC).
 He eventually served as Vice Chairman to the PWC from 1978–1989, and Chairman from 1989–1998; the fifteenth PWC in Singapore (1989), sixteenth in Oslo, Norway (1992), seventeenth in Jerusalem (1995), and eighteenth in Seoul, Korea (1998).
 Hughes was a keynote speaker in the third, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth PWCs.
  

In 1952, the Pentecostal World Conference met in London at Westminster Hall. Hughes flew to the meeting not intending to preach, but when a key speaker neglected to show Hughes was pulled behind stage and invited to preach.
 The Elim Pentecostal Churches invited Hughes back to London at a later date where he toured as an “Ambassador of Goodwill” for two and one-half months. During this time, Hughes preached in a London flat and opened the doors for a church establishment. He preached in Wales and Great Britain where he held revival meetings at Cardiff City Temple and conducted conventions. In the Midlands of England, Hughes made provisions for an evangelistic outreach.
 

Hughes preached openly in Madrid, where it was illegal to preach without a license, Barcelona, and Badajoz, Spain. Later annual tours carried him to engagements at Royal Albert Hall, where he preached to 8,000-10,000 people at a time, Edinburgh, and Kirkentilloch, Scotland. People came to salvation in the open air when Hughes preached on “Death and Judgment” in Trafalgar Square in London (1954). He also did conferences with Donald Gee, and was invited back a number of times for his camp meetings. Many of these trips included four, five, and six-week visits throughout England.
   

In 1954, as General Director of Youth and Christian Education, Hughes journeyed to South Africa for sixty-eight days where he taught what Sunday School meant to adults at The Full Gospel Church of God.
 While in South Africa, he traveled 7,000 miles preaching the Gospel.
 Hughes continued his preaching tour through several European countries and started a church with Custodio Apolo in Badajoz, Spain
 Hughes was responsible for raising money for printing presses in the Philippines, South Africa, Germany, and India.
 In 1961, Hughes started a church in Stuttgart, Germany, in which the meeting lasted for ten nights and took place in a rented hall. As a result, a congregation of 120 was established.

Hughes’ most memorable revival campaigns included a trip to Moscow in 1991, where over 10,000 accepted Christ in the five-night meeting. By the last night of the meeting, the once static Communist people sang “like a group of southerners.” Hughes was given two nights on state television before officials recognized him as a Pentecostal preacher and cut him off.
 At the fiftieth anniversary of the Church of God in Mexico, Hughes preached on “The Coming of the Lord” in an old, outdoor theater.
 After ten minutes of preaching (twenty minutes with an interpreter), Hughes heard and saw the Spirit falling like rain starting in the back of the upper balcony. The rain rushed to the front of the auditorium and “the thing just went up in a glorious outpouring of the Spirit.” Hughes gave the altar call and hundreds nearly ran over themselves making it to the altar. At a later date in Puerto Rico, at Roberto Clemente Coliseum, Hughes heard and saw the rain again.
 When the sound of rain reached the first level, a man in a wheelchair jumped out of his chair and ran around the building. Sinners screamed to the altar and over 200 were filled with the baptism of the Spirit.

Hughes held several campaigns throughout Romania in his ministry, one in which he rented Ceausescu’s Royal Palace in Bucharest.
 Hughes describes it as “a wonderful and glorious time.” When Ceausescu once proposed a peace conference, he invited only two Americans, Hughes and Billy Graham. After the execution of Ceausescu in 1989, Hughes was called to Romania to bring peace to the churches.
           


Among other international and interdenominational positions, Hughes chaired the Pentecostal Fellowship of North America (1976–1978), served as several-time Member of Presidium and Advisory Committee to the PWC, served on the National Association of Evangelicals Executive Committee (1978–1989), was appointed as President of the National Association of Evangelicals (1986–1988), and became a permanent member of the NAE Board of Administration.
 

Hughes’ ministry also recognized the power of the pen, where the message of Christ echoes beyond life-span and through the halls of history.    

4. Writings


Hughes comments, “When the message dies on the sound waves, the inscription of the pen will live on.”
 Among scores of articles in the Evangel over sixty years of ministry, Hughes’ published books include Planning for Sunday School Progress (1955),
 Religion on Fire (1956), The Order of Future Events (1962), What is Pentecost? (1963),
 Church of God Distinctives (1968),
 editor and contributor of State Overseer’s Manual (1972), Dynamics of Sunday School Growth (1980), editor and contributor of The Holy Spirit in Perspective: Sermon Outlines on the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit (1981), Pentecostal Preaching (1981),
 Understanding the Holy Spirit: A Study of the Ministries of the Holy Spirit (1982), Who is the Holy Ghost? (1992),
 Lord, Show Us Thy Glory (1997),
 The Rapture and Revelation (2000), and The Cross Love’s Necessity (2000).


In addition, Hughes wrote several other manuals, articles for the Lighted Pathway, a number of tracts, and articles for the World Pentecostal Magazine. Hughes’ messages he preached on radio were also collected into pamphlet form.
  

5. Contributions to the Pentecostal Movement and Renewal Studies


Serving in over sixty-five years of ministry, Ray H. Hughes, Sr., carried the Pentecostal torch around the world.
 Hughes’ contributions to the Pentecostal movement provided a tidal wave of Spirit-inspired influence for global Christianity. Through the planting of churches, tens of thousands of saved souls, and Church of God and ecumenical leadership, Hughes led generations to the passion and burning desire of his heart: “Christ is the answer.” Hughes became a catalyst for new styles of preaching, the combination of education and ministry, raising vast amounts of funds for starting new ministries and reviving old ones, and pushing the spiritual mandate of sacrifice and surrender.
 He preached in Communist countries in open-air centers of life in the freezing cold and scorching heat, and against pessimism and cynicism amongst friend and foe.

Hughes helped pave the way for the Renewal movement as he advanced the operation of spiritual gifts and the leading and administration of the Holy Spirit. His heart yearned for the outpouring of the Spirit as depicted in Acts 2, and he sought to awaken the world to its need for dependency upon Him. He ministered to millions ecumenically and encouraged the baptism of the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues. Pentecostalism reached new heights as the Spirit rained upon accepting individuals and groups on a world-wide scale.

Hughes not only preached relationship with God, but he lived it; thus, setting the example of Pentecostal theology as a living and breathing reality. Hughes helped define renewal as he lived renewal throughout his ministry and life. As a man of prayer, Hughes encountered the Spirit and brought biblical and theological relevance to the meaning of Pentecostalism. He states, “Whatever success I’ve had, I attribute it to prayer…I believe that through prayer all things are possible.” He further comments, “I know what it is to have an angel to visit me at 3:20 in the morning. I saw some mighty moves of God. I understand what it means to be pressed in the Spirit. I know what it means when He talks about travail and intercession.” Hughes practiced and lived what he preached.
  

I know of no better way to close than to quote the cry of Hughes’ heart when he stated,

I never thought I’d ever see the day that Pentecostals would be looked upon with approval. I don’t know if that’s good or not…but by and large I think it’s a good thing. We have touched the world, and oh God, help us not to look at what we have done and rest on the laurels of the past! But help us to realize that we are where we are because of Him. He is the one who touched us. There is nothing that we can do within ourselves. He said, “Without me you can do nothing. The flesh profiteth nothing. [It is] the Spirit that quickeneth.” And should we ever forget what brought us to where we are, we will no longer be. We will cease to be, and that is the cry that I have. Oh God, return us to the Pentecost! Return us to the experiences of Pentecost and help us so we might touch our world in this closing time! You know, we’re living in the closing age of time. I can already hear the winds of the tribulation blowing. I can already see the clouds darkening, and God help us to be ready for the soon return of our Lord Jesus Christ. I’m laboring [in] the presence of His coming.
 

Certainly this man tapped into something extraordinary as he surrendered to a global mandate. The time is upon us to unfold Hughes’ ministry and life and seek the treasures that will benefit the future of Pentecostal theology and renewal studies.  
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     � Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007. Young ministers were expected to evangelize upon leaving Bible school. The letter Hughes received stated, “When you get out of school, we want you to come and conduct us a revival.” Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006. Hughes’ uncle, Lon Erwin, donated the property for this church. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007. Hughes preached his first sermon, “The Way of the Cross Leads Home,” in Homiletics class at Bible school. Hughes calls it a “mumbo-jumbo sort of thing.” After the message, one student told him he said “the way of the cross leads home” 140 times. Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007. In these early days, Hughes once preached in Hamilton, Ohio, and did such a poor job he hid behind the pulpit until he could hear no more noise. He then darted out the side door and went home. Interview, November 23, 2000; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007. Hughes received his first licensure in 1941, and became ordained in 1950 in the Church of God. Biographical Data.


     � Hughes only preached five nights at Sugar Valley because he entangled two of his sermons and “ran out of soap”. Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006; Interview, November 23, 2000; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007. 


     � Euverla was already spoken for, but Hughes persisted and they married. After sixty-two years of marriage, Euverla died on September 14, 2003, and Hughes remarried Linda Redman on July 17, 2004. Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007. Euverla gave birth to four children: Janice, Ray Jr., Donnie, and Anita. 


     � Hughes recalls many stories, including people saved by the hundreds, people receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit by the hundreds, miraculous healings and people falling under the power of the Spirit on their way to the altar. Interview, June 14, 2006. One year, Hughes only preached eight revivals because of their extended duration. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007. 


     � Interview, November 23, 2000. 


     � Interview, November 23, 2000; Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007. Hughes attributes much of his early success to being placed in the company of some extraordinary men, such as R.P. Johnson, E.C. Clark, Troy C. Messer, D.G. Phillips, James L. Slay and Houston Morehead. Hughes recalls picking Johnson’s brain until after midnight during his first camp meeting. Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006. Hughes describes old-time camp meetings as a “sweating time.” Most were in brush arbors, tents and open-air auditoriums with temperatures reaching 115 degrees. Nevertheless, it was a unifying time for the church and it attracted sinners and saints alike as conviction came down on the whole campground and sinners screamed to the altar. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. 


     � Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006. The three states include states that do not provide camp meeting services. Utah is one example. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007.  


     � Interview, November 23, 2000.


     � Hughes calls planting a church “digging out a church.” In this case, the terminology is literal. Hughes borrowed a forty by sixty tent from a barber in Ohio. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007.


     � Interview, November 23, 2000. 


     � Interview, November 23, 2000; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007. Hughes was eighteen and nineteen respectively. 


     � Interview, November 23, 2000; Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. Hughes had no financial backing for this trip or any of his early trips outside the U.S. He raised the money to go by preaching. 


     � The slogan for the meeting was “Christ is the Answer.” Dixon Pentecostal Research Center: E-Newsletter, “A Pentecostal Preacher: Honoring Ray H. Hughes, Sr.,” volume 1, issue 1, January, 2005. � HYPERLINK "http://faculty.leeu.edu/~drc/E-Newsletter/Articles_Vol1_Issue1/HughesDonatesCollection.htm" ��http://faculty.leeu.edu/~drc/E-Newsletter/Articles_Vol1_Issue1/HughesDonatesCollection.htm�. Charles W. Conn lists the Hollywood Bowl event in 1948 in one source, yet in 1946 in another. The correct date is 1948. See Conn, “Hughes, Ray Harrison,” in The New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, revised and expanded edition, edited by Stanley M. Burgess (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003), 775; Conn, Like a Mighty Army: The History of the Church of God, definitive edition (Cleveland: Pathway, 1996), 390; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007.  


     � Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 390; Conn, “Hughes, Ray Harrison,” in The New International, 775; Interview, November 23, 2000; Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006; Interview with Hughes by Dr. David Roebuck, “A Pentecostal Statesman” disc 4 of 4 part series, “Ray H. Hughes, Sr.: The Voice of a Legacy” (Cleveland, TN, August 25, 2006). Demos Shakarian, a business dairy farm owner of Arden Dairies, organized the rally and invited Hughes to preach. Because of the magnificent results of the rally, Shakarian offered to finance Hughes evangelistically running big campaigns. Hughes declined the offer because he was heavily involved and wanted to continue his work in the Church of God. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007. 


     � Biographical Data. Out of all the positions Hughes held during his ministry, he prefers the title of evangelist the most. He states, “I think a person who is called to be an evangelist has upon his mind constantly and dominating his life the fulfillment of the Great Commission, which is not only winning the lost, but conserving the lost for the kingdom of God and His church.” Interview, November 23, 2000. Hughes further comments, “If you’re an evangelist, don’t stoop to do the work of a king.” Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. North Chattanooga Church of God consisted of about 500 members, but kept pace in Sunday school attendance with the largest church in the denomination at that time, Greenville Church of God in Greenville, South Carolina. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 12, 2007; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007. While at North Chattanooga, Hughes was given two weeks per year vacation and thirty days per year for outside preaching. Hughes used most of this time to preach, one time preaching six camp meetings back to back and flying to Chattanooga on the weekends for Sunday services. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. 


     � Hughes was pacing the floor praying and paused near the piano when he heard the Lord speak. Hughes recognizes that evangelism is not one of the nine gifts, but this is what he heard. Hughes has always felt an under girding of the Holy Spirit to reach out to lost souls. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006; Interview, November 23, 2000.    


     � Conn, “Hughes, Ray Harrison,” in The New International, 775. Hughes claims he was “very jealous of souls.” Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006. 


     � Hughes affirms his early evangelistic and pastoral roles as some of the most rewarding days of his ministry because it forced him to trust God completely for his income. Hughes remarks, “I trust Him now, but in a different sense.” Because of his early connections with great leaders and men of influence, Hughes also profited from having access to their libraries. Here, Hughes built his own library and gleaned from the great leaders of the church. Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006.  


     � Hughes states, “The pastorate came to me, I didn’t go to it.” One of the main reasons Hughes chose to pastor was due to his family. He remarks it was difficult to go from “pillar to post” and raise a family. Although pastoring, Hughes continued to evangelize. Interview, disc 1, June 14, 2006. 


     � Hughes served again on the board in 1950. Minutes, 42nd (1948), 58; Minutes, 43rd (1950), 82. In all, Hughes served eight years on the Youth Board. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.


     � Biographical Data; Conn mentions Hughes as “youth and Christian Education director” in Like a Mighty Army, 355. When accepted as National Sunday School and Youth Director, Hughes commented, “I pledge myself to prayer, fasting, and consecration on behalf of this work. I shall lean heavily upon the Lord for his guidance in the matters that are so vital to you and His church.” Originally, Hughes met with John Jernigan, the General Overseer, to decline the position. Jernigan persuaded him otherwise. Hughes was also chosen as chairman of the Youth Board and first editor of the newly published youth magazine, The Pilot. Minutes, 44th (1952), 22–24, 36, 30; Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. General Youth and Sunday School Director address can also be found in, “Ray Hughes, General Youth and Sunday School Director,” The Church of God Evangel v43 (September 13, 1952): 12. All future references to Evangel will be listed as follows: “Title,” Evangel v, issue (date): page.  


     � From this point forward, Hughes traveled extensively on a global level. I talk more about this in section 3. For some messages and Sunday school ideas Hughes promoted, see Hughes, “The Curse of Being Neutral,”  Evangel v43, issue 8 (February 7, 1953): 7; Hughes, “Are Sunday School Contests Profitable?,” Evangel v44, issue 26 (August 29, 1953): 7; Hughes, “Reach…To Teach,” Evangel v45, issue 11 (May 15, 1954): 4, 11; Hughes, “Christ’s Attitude Toward the Absentee,” Evangel v45, no issue given (September 18, 1954): 12–13; Hughes, “Relationship of the Sunday School to the Church,” Evangel v45, issue 29 (September 25, 1954):  4–5; Hughes, “Sunday School Outlook,” Evangel v46, issue 44 (January 7, 1956): 8–9; Hughes, “The Church’s Responsibility to Young People,” Evangel v47, issue 7 (April 16, 1956): 4–5; Hughes, “Mass Evangelism,” Evangel v47, issue 14 (June 4, 1956): 8–9. As General Director of Youth and Christian Education, Hughes raised funds by methods such as selling candy in cans for five cents per can. One year this method raised $17,000. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. 


     � Biographical Data. As a state overseer, Hughes disliked most refereeing church problems. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. 


     � Hughes was praying one night and received a vision. He saw a television screen full of people with their hands raised and the message, “I have much people in this city.” Hughes proclaims, “That set me a fire!” He considers this time as the peak of his ministry, where he worked “daylight to dark and then dark till dark.” Hughes wonders how he arrived at his preaching engagements without “winding up on the mountainside somewhere.” Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. To build the campground, Hughes purchased a thirty acre plot of land between Baltimore and D.C. Ray Hughes, Jr., mentions he thought it was one of the greatest investments Hughes ever made. Interview, November 13, 2000; Phone conversation with Ray Hughes, Jr., November 13, 2000. The campground included an overseer and youth parsonage, tabernacle, cafeteria, girls’ and boys’ restrooms, a caretaker’s cottage, an evangelism cottage, ball fields and picnic sheds. Hughes, Jr., remembers mixing mud and carrying bricks to volunteer Pastors helping with the project. Hughes, Jr., comments, “Those were the years I became a man because it prepared me for what I am today.” Phone conversation, July 12, 2007. 


     � Minutes, 46th (1956), 17, 35–37. Hughes served as chairman for the committee from 1958–1960. Minutes, 47th (1958), 37–38; Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006; Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 372.


     � Biographical Data. Hughes served 1956–1960, 1962–1982, 1986–1990, and 1992–1996. This makes Hughes the longest serving member on the Council. See Minutes, 46th (1956), 17; Minutes, 47th (1958), 19; Minutes, 49th (1962), 44–45; Minutes, 50th (1964); Minutes, 51st (1966); Minutes, 52nd (1968); Minutes, 53rd (1970); Minutes, 54th (1972); Minutes, 55th (1974); Minutes, 56th (1976); Minutes, 57th (1978); Minutes, 58th (1980); Minutes, 61st (1986); Minutes, 62nd (1988); Minutes, 64th (1992); Minutes, 65th (1994).  


     � Biographical Data; Conn, New International, 775. Hughes also served on the National Radio Commission, where December 7, 1958, marked the first “Forward in Faith” program. Minutes, 48th (1960); Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 375. Before the first year ended, the program was broadcast on “fifty stations covering many parts of the United States and in several other countries.” Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 376. Eventually, the program broadcast on nearly 300 stations with five countries represented. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007; Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. Hughes heavily promoted the use of radio to proclaim the Gospel. For further reading, see Hughes, “Radio Evangelism,” Evangel v50, issue18 (June 22, 1959): 7, 16; Hughes, “By All Means, Use Radio to Save Some,” Evangel v56, issue38 (December 5, 1966): 3; Hughes, “Is Radio Dead?,” Evangel v57, issue38 (December 4, 1967): 3, 18. Hughes preached once per week on the radio. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007.


     � Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006; Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 392. In the spring of 1960, Conn depicts enrollment at 337. Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 376. When Hughes went to Lee in the late summer of 1960, enrollment bottomed at 312, never to reach these depths again. Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 391. With the danger of the school becoming extinct, Conn states, “For the immediate circumstance…a dramatic reversal was needed, and President Hughes provided it.” Enrollment after Hughes’ first year as President doubled to 629 for the fall 1963 semester. Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 391. One method for Hughes to raise funds for building included Hughes using the plane and pilot of Bill Higginbotham, who gave approximately $350,000 for the administrative building, and flying to as many as five cities in one day raising funds. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 17, 2007. As an evangelist at heart, Hughes started sixteen churches with the Pioneers for Christ program during this time and preached three times per week to Lee students while only missing three Sunday nights in six years. Hughes used some of his own camp meeting money to fund starting the churches. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. The science building was named in honor of Lois Beech because of her distinguished work in science. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 17, 2007.       


     � Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. 


     � Biographical Data; Conn, New International, 775. Hughes graduated first in his class from Lee College and first in his class from Tennessee Wesleyan. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007.   


     � Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. At this time, Lee College consisted of a four-year Bible School, called Lee Academy, and two-year Junior College. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007. The Bible School was accredited in 1959, by the Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges, and the Junior College was accredited in 1960, by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools under the Presidency of Rufus L. Platt. Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 390. 


     � For global travels, see below, section 3. For Evangel articles on Hughes and education, see Hughes, “Lee College in Prospect,” Evangel v, issue (January, 1961): 7; Hughes, “Lee College-A Review and a Preview,” Evangel v, issue (January, 1962): 9; Hughes, “Pentecostal Education for These Times,” Evangel v, issue (September, 1964): 12–14, 17; Hughes, “Our Responsibility for a Program of Excellence in Higher Education,” v, issue (December, 1968), 11, 15. For other writings by Hughes, see below, section 4. 


     � Biographical Data. Conn, New International, 775. Hughes also chaired the Teller Committee in 1960, a committee responsible for counting votes on the Assembly floor. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007; Minutes, 48th (1960), 18. For Hughes’ appointments as Third Assistant, see Minutes, 51st (1966), 33; Minutes, 64th (1992). For Hughes’ appointments as Second Assistant, see Minutes,  52nd (1968), 55. During this time, Hughes was also appointed to the Missions Board as Executive Committee Liaison Officer. See Minutes, 52nd (1968), 59. For Hughes’ appointments as First Assistant, see Minutes, 53rd (1970); Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 455; Minutes, 56th (1976); Minutes, 61st (1986); Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 500; Minutes, 62nd (1988); Minutes, 65th (1994); Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 529. For Hughes’ appointments as General Overseer, see Minutes, 54th (1972); Minutes, 57th (1978); Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 460; Minutes, 58th (1980); Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 483; Minutes, 65th (1996). Under Hughes’ first term as General Overseer, he launched a massive program entitled “Total Evangelism,” which was also the campaign for the 54th General Assembly (1972). Hughes addressed the Assembly, “Every member must be a witness. The pulpit alone cannot do the job.” Interview, disc 3, August 23, 2006; Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 437.  


     � Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007. The third occasion was for a few months. 


     � Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006; Biographical Data. The Centennial Commission formulated “plans of the appropriate observance of the first century of the church.” Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 497–498. When Hughes accepted his second tenure as President of Lee College, the school was $1,084,000 in the red. The Auditor approached Hughes and recommended he file for bankruptcy. Hughes declined. Over the next two years, Hughes raised nearly $5,000,000; thus, placing the school at a more stable financial condition. Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007; Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. During Hughes’ both tenures as President of Lee, he did extensive landscaping work around the campus and purchased several pieces of property. Phone conversation with Ray Hughes, Jr., July 16, 2007.     


     � The gym was an expansion of the old gym dating back to Hughes’ first tenure at Lee College. The new gym contained 2,200 seats and expansions cost $950,000. Paul Dana Walker, son of Paul L. Walker, was a “young teacher-minister who was accidentally killed in 1980 en route home after signing his contract to teach at Lee. A splendid athlete while a student at Lee, young Walker was the fourth generation of his family in the Church of God.” Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 491. While raising money for the Pentecostal Resource Center, in which Bill Squires gave one donation of $1,000,000 and Hal Dixon one donation of $300,000, Hughes took up an offering at the 58th General Assembly (1980). People started shouting and speaking in tongues and throwing money from the balcony onto the first-level floor. Hughes also then prophesied people would come from all over the world to the Research Center. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 13, 2007; Phone conversation with David Roebuck, July 20, 2007. Upon his decision to go to the seminary, Hughes prayed so often Euverla remarked, “If you don’t make a decision you’re going to kill me.” Hughes acclaims the seminary as “one of the best kept secrets in the Church of God.” Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.     


     � Interview, November 23, 2000; Biographical Data.


     � Hughes has attended every PWC except for four. Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006.


     � Biographical Data; “18th Pentecostal World Conference” brochure (September 22–25, 1998); Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. The meeting in Oslo held the largest indoor gathering of Christians at that time. While in Jerusalem, Hughes preached near the Upper Room at Sultan’s Pool. Because it was illegal to openly evangelize the Jews, a fence contained the meeting. Yet, several hundred Jews stood along the fence line to hear the message. Many at the meeting received the baptism in the Spirit and salvation. Hughes was told by the travel group it was the largest meeting of Christians since the day of Christ. In Korea, Hughes preached to 108,000 in the Olympiad stadium. In order to raise the $1,200,000 needed to budget each conference, Hughes journeyed to the areas early and preached in various churches raising funds. Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006.   


     � Biographical Data.  


     � The gentleman who asked Hughes to preach exclaimed, “We understand you’re well-oiled!” Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006.


     � Interview, November 23, 2000; Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006.


     � Biographical Data; Interview, November 23, 2000; Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. When asked by Roebuck about the major differences between the Church of God and other Pentecostals, Hughes notes the Elim and Assemblies of God Pentecostals as more reserved. Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. For preaching at Trafalgar Square, see also E-Newsletter at http://faculty.leeu.edu/~drc/E-Newsletter/Articles_Vol1_Issue1/HughesDonatesCollection.htm.   


     � The Full Gospel Church viewed Sunday School as a children’s program not meant for adults. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. At the time, Full Gospel Church had 56,839 members. Conn, Like a Mighty Army, 344. 


     � Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006.


     � Conn, Like a Mighty, 355; 


     � Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.


     � Interview, November 23, 2000; 


     � Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. Danny Murray and Jim Milligan ministered there with “Voices of Lee,” while Murray and Don Hughes provided the “footwork” for the campaign.   


     � Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. This event occurred around 1982. Phone conversation with David Roebuck, July 20, 2007. 


     � I was unable to acquire this date.


     � Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. 


     � This event occurred between 1990 and 1992. Biographical Data; Phone conversation with Hughes, July 18, 2007.


     � Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. Ceausescu’s peace conference occurred around 1986. Hughes tells an interesting story concerning his trips to Romania. Communists sent an enforcer with Hughes to make sure he did not subvert the government. He noticed the leaders continued to put him in the same hotel room with each visit. Hughes soon realized the room was bugged, in which he “preached to the bugs.” Hughes would say things like, “I know you guys are listening, but Jesus can save you.” While preaching throughout Romania, Hughes often preached in churches with standing-room only. At one occasion, Hughes stood in the baptismal fount and preached.   


     � Biographical Data. 


     � Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.


     � This manual served as the first church training course program for Sunday School. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. 


     � This book has been reprinted in several languages. Biographical Data.


     � Hughes describes this as possibly his most effective work. It is once revised and reprinted in several languages. Biographical Data; Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.


     � This book has been reprinted in several languages and exists as a textbook at many institutions. When asked what makes Pentecostal preaching distinctive, Hughes responded “when it’s prompted by the Holy Spirit, when it becomes prophetic, when a man under the anointing preaches things he didn’t know, when it recognizes the operation of gifts in the message.” It is a “forthtelling” of the Word. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.  


     � This book was prepared as a teaching manual. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. 


     � This book contains messages of Hughes as General Overseer. 


     � Biographical Data; Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.


     � Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006. 


     � Currently, in his sixty-sixth year of ministry, Hughes works at Church of God Theological Seminary as adjunct faculty member where he speaks a few times in the fall, counsels young preachers, teaches spiritual renewal and evangelism and heads some community groups. Hughes still raises funds for the institution, including $250,000 this year, and another $250,000 and $500,000 coming from two wills. The school is also establishing the Chair of Evangelism in honor of Hughes. He is now 83 years old. Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.


     � Vinson Synan comments he put his “personal stamp on the whole Church of God in preaching.” Interview with Synan by Doc Hughes, June 14, 2007. 


     � Interview, disc 2, June 20, 2006.


� Interview, disc 4, August 25, 2006. Ray H. (Doc) Hughes III is currently in his second year as a candidate for the Doctor of Philosophy in Theology program at Regent University.





PAGE  
3

