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WHO   IS   HE?
 There is an appalling ignorance of the Holy Ghost and His ministry. He has been referred to as the “Unknown Person of the Godhead.”

 There are many believers who, in the beginning of their Christian experience, hardly know they owe the faith and power of their Christian life to the working of the Spirit. On the other hand, there are believers who know of Him but perceiver Him as an influence or energy and not as a person. This ignorance arises, in a measure, from the fact that the Holy Ghost does not speak of Himself but of the Father and the Son: for His mission is to glorify Christ.

 The Apostle Paul met disciples in Ephesus whom he asked, “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” Their response was, “We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost” (Acts 19:2).

 The Scripture declares we can know Him and know who He is. “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:17). As He dwells in us and takes full possession of our life, He is revealed to us in His fullness. “It is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth” (1 John 5:6).

 Because the Spirit is so little known and recognized in the church, the manifestation of the Spirit is weak. But as the Spirit is recognized, His presence will be self-evidencing. There is no way of knowing the Holy Ghost but through possessing Him and being possessed of Him. To live in the Spirit is to walk in the Spirit. When He is in us, working with us, “both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13), the eyes of our understanding are enlightened and we can know Him in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

 He is a person to whom personal characteristics are ascribed and to whom men perform actions.

 He is God the Holy Ghost, the third person of the Trinity, personally distinct from the Father and the Son, occupying a coordinate rank with other members of the Godhead.

 He is the Administrator of the affairs of the Church.

 He is as truly a person as is the Father or the Son. As compared with other members of the Godhead, He may seem impersonal. When one views the handiwork of God, the personality of the Father is easier to comprehend. The incarnation of Christ resolves any doubt in His personality for most people. But by some the Holy Spirit is considered a mere influence or a divine energy without personality. He is viewed as mystical or figurative, which tends to discount real personality. The names ascribed to Him and the symbols-oil, water, breath, wind, and fire-used to describe Him seem to lend credence to the theory that He is merely an influence.
 To deny He is a person is to deny He is equal with the Father and with the Son. This is a form of Unitarianism which allows for the belief that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are all one person in Jesus Christ. Of course, those of us who are Trinitarians deny this stance because we believe the Holy Ghost is a person just as Jesus Christ is a person.

 The Scripture reveals that the Spirit has a mind, knowledge, a will, and emotions, all of which are personal (Romans 8:27; 1 Corinthians 2:10, 11; 12:11; Ephesians 4:30). Therefore, He is more than an abstract quality. He is one in whom intelligence and will reside. He is a person. 

 The masculine pronoun applied to Him and the nature of His mission attest to His personality. In the Greek language, the word for “spirit” is a neuter noun and, according to Greek usage, referential pronouns should be neuter; yet, in reference to the Holy Ghost, the masculine pronoun HE is used, which supports the doctrine of the personality of the Holy Ghost.

 There are cases, however, in which the natural Greek construction is used; but the amazing fact is that the neuter construction is set aside in favor of the masculine, personal pronoun to give proof of the personality of the Holy Ghost. This change of gender and the use of the masculine, demonstrative pronoun is set forth in John 14:26; 16:13, 14, and elsewhere.

 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 14:26).
 “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you” (John 16:13, 14).

 His mission also verifies His personality. When Jesus departed from the earth, He promised to send another Comforter who would take His place. It was not an abstract quality or an influence Christ alluded to. He said He would ask the Father to send another Comforter, the sender being different from the person sent. And certainly He was not speaking of sending an abstract quality or an influence to take the place of the visible Jesus Christ, which only a person could occupy. To deny the personality of the Spirit in this case is to deny the personality of the Spirit in this case is to deny the personality of Christ, whose place He came to fill.

 The deity of the Holy Ghost is clearly established in the Word. He is called the Spirit of God as Jesus Christ is called the Son of God. He possesses divine attributes, incommunicable acts of creation and providence are ascribed to Hi, the name of God is given to Him in Scripture, and He is given a coordinate rank with the Father and the Son.
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