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WHERE   IS   OUR   MISSION   FIELD?
 There was a time when our mission field was considered to be a foreign field somewhere beyond the borders of our own country, but we have come to a new day. Both the geography and concept of missions have changed. The church is no longer limited to a certain section of our country, or for that part, to the Western world. The church circles the globe and exists in almost every nation of the world. In some areas the church has only a token testimony; but, nevertheless, it is there and we must assume the responsibility for ministry.

 Although the percentage of Christians is much higher in America than in many areas of the world, it is very evident that we are living in a society where secularism has triumphed and materialism dominates the populace. There are cultural and religious changes in our society that let us know that our own neighborhoods are mission fields as well as countries across the seas.

 A mobile population has resulted in the intermingling of cultures which has shifted the boundaries of our mission field. For example, if one lives in one of the largest cities of America, he may work with an Indian scientist who is a Hindu; or he many work with a Japanese industrialist who would most likely be a Buddhist. The universities of our land are permeated with Eastern religions because of the influx of ethnic groups and the immigration of people who have brought their religions with them. Because of this, the Christians church finds itself competing with ethnic religions which are a challenge to the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, we are faced with paganism the world over as never before. The pagan world is no longer restricted to primitive tribes in the remote jungles of the world, but paganism has invaded the woof and warp of our so-called civilized society.

 The immorality of our day can be attributed to the fact that men have chosen to worship the creature more than the Creator, and they do not wish to retain God in their thoughts. Therefore, everywhere one turns and discovers people who are living without consideration of God; it must be considered as a mission field. Whether it be the campuses of our universities of the family in the apartment next door, our mission field is there. We are responsible to take the gospel to every area of the world, whether it be across the street or across the ocean.  
 In reality there is no such thing as a home base and a foreign base. Our base of operations is wherever the church exists. The old pattern of foreign missions is gone. We do not go forth as representatives of any particular country, but we are representatives of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ carrying forth our mission to the whole world. 

 A new day has been thrust upon the church, and sometimes it is very painful to keep pace with the changes; but we must strive for the best method of making the gospel known to all men everywhere and of making it relevant to their needs. Our mission field is wherever we find someone who is lost. We must have global vision. 
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