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WHERE  ARE  OUR  PRIORITIES?
 For many years I have carried a deep burden for the major cities of the world. As I have traveled through them and spent time there I have often wept over them, because there is where the people are-people who are lost, blighted, without hope and without God. So often, where the people are the church is not. This causes me to ask the question, where are our priorities? Are we interested in ministry or materialism? Are we interested in certain groups of people, in certain areas, on certain levels, or are we interested in all people, the multitudes of people who are perishing? Each will have to answer that question for himself.

 When I have ministered in cities, God allowed me to see the masses of people as though they were on a large television screen. He spoke to my heart in prayer with these words: “I have much people in this city.” This message gave us courage to penetrate other urban areas with the message of the cross.

 For many years now I have had a deep and abiding burden for New York City, insomuch that I have spent as much as a week in the city preaching on the streets and witnessing to the people.

 A few years ago, I had opportunity to play a role in further evangelization of NYC. As a result, there were soon eighty-one new congregations and eighteen missions composed of about twenty-three nationalities and dialects in greater New York City. 

 During a period of personal consecration, God spoke to my heart and revealed to me that New York City would be the center where people from many nations of the world would be saved, united with the church, and trained for ministry. New York City would become the training grounds for people of many different nationalities who would return to their people with the message of the gospel. These people do not have the barriers other American missionaries have. The language of the people is their native language. They understand the culture of the people and will be better accepted by their people. Already, God is working in this respect. Thank God He is doing marvelous things in our times.

 A few years back, I was privileged to be the keynote speaker for an International Crusade at the Felt Forum of Madison Square Garden in New York City. What a thrilling gathering it was when we saw the thousands of people from many nationalities gather together in worship, singing in their native tongues and worshiping in the power of the Holy Spirit. After I had ministered and many souls had come to Christ, one of the brethren came to me and said, “Many of the people could not understand all of the words of your message.” Then with an overwhelming enthusiasm in his soul he said, “But they understand through the Spirit.”
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