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WHATEVER   HAPPENED   TO   SIN?
Sin is the most expensive thing in the world, forgiven or unforgiven.  Forgiven, sin cost the life of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.  Unforgiven, sin will cost a man eternal damnation in hell.  Sin cannot be tolerated in any form, because it is heinous, criminal, and damning, regardless of how innocent it may appear.

We have arrived at a time in the Church when men treat sin very lightly.  They treat it with respect, but there is no such thing as respectable sin.  The wise man informs us that “fools make a mock of sin” (Proverbs 14:9).  

What has happened to a people that no longer react against flagrant sins?  The sins that once caused them to blush and become angered how now become their glory and their pride.  In fact, the word SIN is seldom heard in our society and rarely heard in many of our pulpits.   

Dr. Karl Menninger, one of America’s leading psychiatrists, says, “The old religious word SIN has almost disappeared from modern usage, but it remains a fact of the human condition that must be recognized.”  Menninger, in dealing with human guilt, depression, and emotional illness has arrived at the conclusion that sin in most cases is the underlying cause.  Our constant association with legalized sin has broken down the resistance in the heart of many believers, and even church members have a distorted view of sin which has created a spirit of passiveness.  Instead of resisting the sin which surrounds them daily, they have a tendency to succumb to it in a spirit of hopelessness.  They have a tendency to rationalize in terms of the degenerate philosophies of our time.  Our generation has endeavored to brush aside the fact of sin.  Sin is looked upon as a disease, or deviancy, or social or psychological maladjustment.
When one cries out against sin, he is immediately labeled with negativism.  Therefore, because of the fear of being classified as a negative preacher or believer, Christians have watered down their message to satisfy a sinning society.  There are pressures in these times against those who would contend for righteousness.  Anyone who contends for righteous living is considered as unenlightened or as one who holds the idea of puritanical repression which belongs to another generation.  Those who contend for virtue, chastity and fidelity are many times laughed to scorn as those who are not in step with the times.  The devil has hoodwinked and duped Christians into a state of tolerance of evil.  In the words of Isaiah, “they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark” (Isaiah 56:10).  Because of this, sin runs rampant in the land, unchecked and unrestrained.

The Church must again accept the fact of sin and realize that (1) all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), (2) all men were born in sin and shapen in iniquity (Psalm 51:5),  (3) all men were by nature the children of wrath (Ephesians 2:3), (4) a sinner can do no good (Romans 3:12), (5), the wages of sin are death (Romans 6:23).
The Word cannot be altered; it is infallible, unadulterated, and inspired.  Therefore, there is a need for a voice in our day to cry out against evil, someone like the statesman prophet Isaiah, who said, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins” (Isaiah 58:1).

Sin must be dealt with in the pulpits of our churches, but sin will never be dealt with until we recognize its existence.  It cannot be glossed over, tolerated, licensed or condoned.  It must be exposed and confessed.  “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13).

It is true that preaching against sin incurs the disfavor of many people, but preachers must condemn sin and pull the cover off of iniquity regardless of the attitudes of the people.  God has charged us to preach the Word, and the Word is set against sin.  It is no time for pious platitudes and galvanized, whitewashed preaching, which makes a church full of religionists but does not deal with the sins of men.  But it is time for sin to appear exceedingly sinful, for believers again to realize the damning influence of sin and become angered at sin and its effects upon our church and society.
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