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WHATEVER   HAPPENED   TO   PRAYER?
 Prayer was a common occurrence in our home when I was a boy. I was raised in an atmosphere of prayer. I recall numerous times when my mother’s voice was heard praying in supplication to God on behalf of her family and the church. I often observed my father in prayer, in travail for his church and the many needs of the people. In fact, when I announced to him that I had received the call to the ministry, he spent five days in fasting and prayer on behalf of my success in the ministry.

 I have fond memories of approaching the church and hearing the cries of the people in preservice prayer meetings. Usually a group would gather before service and entreat the Heavenly Father for an outpouring of the Spirit. Others would find a quiet place in one of the Sunday school rooms and approach the throne of God.

 The church of yesteryear, like the New Testament Church, placed great emphasis upon prayer and relied upon prayer for its success and progress. But, whatever happened to prayer? Whatever happened to the church prayer meeting? Whatever happened to those people who could be identified as prayer warriors in the church and could be depended upon to pray a church through crisis experiences? Whatever happened to those people that the pastor could lean upon during the difficult times?

 While there are some churches which still place great emphasis upon prayer, it is evident that many Christians have forgotten the vitality of prayer. They resort to gimmicks, high-pressure advertisement, Madison Avenue tactics, and commercialized groups for entertainment to attract crowds rather than depend upon God to direct the affairs of the church. 

 One commentator has said, “Many Christians today, including theologians, openly acknowledge that their prayer life is virtually nonexistent.” In light of this statement, may I ask you a pointed question? Do you pray regularly each day? Is daily communion with God a vital part of your life? If you can answer these questions in the affirmative, you are probably an exception among today’s church members. I know that this is a terrible indictment against Christians, but the evidences of powerlessness and barrenness in the church substantiate this claim.
 The way of prayer is not the easy way. A life characterized by prayer requires discipline, control of time, and persistence. The struggle for time for personal devotions, Bible reading, and mediation is a most obvious difficulty in the realm of the church, among both ministers and laity. The time we spend in prayer will reveal where our priorities really are. A Christian must learn to strip his daily program of nonessentials and schedule his priorities to include seasons of prayer which are extremely vital to his spiritual welfare.

 The Psalmist David had a schedule of prayer. He pledged to God, “My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up” (Psalm 5:3). His schedule included prayer at least three times each day. “Evening and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud; and he shall hear my voice” (Psalm 55:17).

 The Prophet Daniel scheduled his priorities to include prayer three times a day (see Daniel 6:10). He was marked as a man of prayer; therefore, it was recognized that he was a man “in whom is the spirit of the holy gods” (Daniel 5:11).

 Although times have changed, prayer has not lost its effectiveness, and it will produce the same results in today’s busy society that it did in the times of a more contemplative culture. We are living in a society that is coming apart at the seams, and one of the major reasons is prayerlessness. Jesus taught “that men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). The words “not to faint” mean “not to lose heart” or “not to cave in.” When we, like the disciples, plead “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1), it is then that the church will rise up like an army to do exploits in the name of Jesus Christ. The challenge is up to us; we have not, because we ask not.
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