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WHATEVER    HAPPENED    TO    HOLINESS?
 When God wanted to identity Himself, He said, “I am holy.” Holiness is that quality which distinguishes God from human beings. It is not an attribute which God possesses in common with humans; it uniquely and innately belongs to Him. It is His nature. The angelic beings who live in His immediate presence recognize His holiness with the high and lofty expression, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:3). 

 On the other hand, He has granted us the privilege to be partakers of His holiness (see Hebrews 10:12). We are partakers of His divine nature. In fact, it is not only a privilege to be partakers of His holiness, but it is also a command of the thrice holy God for His people to be holy. His command is, “Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). This is a divine, absolute command for God’s people.

 It is a requirement for heaven. The writer of Hebrews says, “Holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

 It is a requirement for the Rapture. “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection” (Revelation 20:6).

 It is a requirement for the lifestyle of a believer: “That they be in behaviour as becometh holiness” (Titus 2:3).
 It is a requirement for answered prayer: “That men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting” (1 Timothy 2:8). See James 5:16 and 1 Peter 3:12.

 Holiness is possibly mentioned more than any other subject in the Bible, but whatever happened to holiness? It is seldom mentioned in the majority of the pulpits today. It has become obsolete to some preachers, accepted passively by others, and mentioned actively by only a few. Whatever happened to holiness in the lifestyle of believers? Why is it noticeably absent from the ranks of many professors of religion?

 There are many people who hold holiness in theory, precept, and doctrine, but not in practice. They retain the vestige of the doctrine but are passive toward the practice. They do not live the poetry that they sing. Holiness remains the standard for God’s people.
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