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THE PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE

The signs of this age indicate that we are living in the end-time.  As we see the day of Christ’s return approaching, more and more people are asking, “Will the Church go through the Tribulation or will the saints of God be delivered from it?”

There are several schools of thought concerning the rapture of the church in relationship to the Tribulation.  There is the partial-rapture theory which teaches that when Christ comes in the clouds of glory, only a portion of the Church will go.  The lukewarm believers will be left to go through the Tribulation as a period of sanctification.

Others teach that teach that the Church will go through all of the Tribulation.  This is the Post-Tribulation view of the Rapture.  Still others believe that Christ will return for His Church during the middle of the Tribulation.  This is called the Mid-Tribulation position.  Then there is the Pre-Tribulation position, which teaches that all of the true Church will be raptured before the Tribulation Period.

There is a great deal of conflict and confusion on this subject.  Yet it is a vital subject because the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is the blessed hope of the Church; and if Satan can confuse us over this particular point, he has won a great victory.

First, let us briefly consider what is meant by rapture.  It is not a biblical word.  Nowhere is it found in the Scriptures.  However, rapture is the best word in the English language to express the scriptural view concerning the coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The word rapture comes from the Latin word rapio, which means, “to snatch away suddenly.”  Jesus said in John 14:3, “I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica:  “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:16, 17).

In 2 Thessalonians 2:1 Paul added, “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him.”

Let us particularly notice these three phrases:  “I will….receive you unto myself”; “caught up together with them in the clouds”; and “our gathering together unto him.”  When the dead in Christ are resurrected, the living saints will be transformed.  Those who compose the true Church will be translated and caught up to meet Christ in the air.  This is the Rapture.

The questions are these:  “When will the Rapture take place?  Will the saints of God be taken out of the world before the Tribulation Period?  Will they be translated during the Tribulation Period, or will they go through the entire Tribulation Period before they are raptured?”

The Bible is very clear on this matter, so one need not be in the dark.  According to the Scriptures, the Church will not have to go through any part of the Tribulation, but will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air before the Tribulation Period begins.

The reason I do not believe in a partial rapture is that God’s Word says in I Corinthians 15:23, “But every man in his own order:  Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.”  Therefore, those who are in Christ or who are classified as Christ’s at His coming shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air.
Nowhere in the Scripture is the Church associated with the Tribulation Period or the time of judgment that shall come upon the earth called Daniel’s Seventieth Week or the Day of Jacob’s Trouble.  According to Jeremiah and Daniel, the Tribulation will be a time of judgment for Israel.

“Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it” (Jeremiah 30:7).

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city” (Daniel 9:24).  No place in the Scriptures is the Church mentioned as being on earth during the Tribulation Period.

The very nature of the Tribulation will prevent the Church from going through any part of it for it will be a time of judgment and of the wrath of God.  God’s Church is His purchased possession, and He has “delivered us from the wrath to come” (I Thessalonians 1:10).  The church is not looking for the wrath and the judgment of God but for the blessed hope, which is deliverance from the wrath to come.

In the fourth chapter of 1 Thessalonians, Paul gave a beautiful, graphic description of the rapture of the Church.  In chapter 5 he continued:  “but of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape” (I Thessalonians 5:1-3).
Paul gave the Church consolation, as if to say, “Brethren, don’t worry about the Tribulation.”  We find the following in verses 4-6: “But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day:  we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.”

“For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.  Who died for us that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him” (v. 9).

Here Paul was talking to the Church, the believers at Thessalonica, the children of light.  He said, “You are not appointed to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Salvation here does not mean the forgiveness of sins only, but carries with it the same meaning as Hebrews 9:28, “And unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”  This refers to the salvation of the body or the catching away of the saints to meet the Lord in the air.  This belief is verified by the context of 1 Thessalonians, chapter 5.  The next verse says, “Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.” (v. 10).

Paul, to further verify that the Church will not enter into this period of judgment, said, “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10).

“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).

Notice this statement, “And to you who are troubled rest with us.”  The unbeliever shall receive the torrents of God’s flaming judgment while the saints are resting with Him.  This has always been the principle of God’s operation.  God did not destroy the first world until Noah was safe in the ark.  “Come thou and all thy house into the ark…and the Lord shut him in” (Genesis 7:1, 16).  God did not destroy Sodom and Gomorrah until righteous Lot was delivered.  And not until the Church is raptured from the world will God pour His judgment upon this earth.

The Church Age is a day of grace, a time of mercy and long-suffering.  The Lord did not say He would preserve the church in the Tribulation nor through the hours of judgment.  But He did say, “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:36).

In the first three chapters of Revelation, the Church is mentioned fourteen times, and each time it is on the earth.  Beginning with the fourth chapter, the Church is raptured and God no longer deals with the Church on the earth but in heaven.

In chapters four through nineteen, the church is seen in heaven around the throne eternal, robed in lined clean and white, with crowns of gold upon their head.  They come back with Jesus Christ, who will break the Antichrist without hand and establish His kingdom upon the earth.

First and Second Thessalonians are devoted entirely to the coming of the Lord.  They are called the books of the Advent.  In the interval between the first and second book, a false prophet had evidently written a letter and forged Paul’s name, stating that the persecution the Church was going through at that time was the Tribulation Period.

The saints at Thessalonica became quite disturbed because they knew the apostle had said they would be delivered and the Rapture would take place before the wrath.  Thus, the second letter to the church at Thessalonica was written:
“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day Christ is at hand.  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped: so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

“Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you.  I told you these things?  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in this time.  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  And then shall that Wicked be revealed” (2 Thessalonians 2:1-8).

Paul warned them, “Let no man deceive you by any means, neither by spirit nor by word nor by an epistle.”  He confirmed that the day shall not come except there come a great apostasy, or an abandonment of the faith, and the man of sin---the son of perdition, the Antichrist---be revealed.  He says this revelation of the Antichrist cannot happen until He who now hinders be taken out of the way.  When this hindrance is removed, the Antichrist shall arise.
The Tribulation Period cannot come, neither can the Antichrist be revealed, until the restraining force be taken away and the Church caught up to meet Christ.  Therefore, as the body of Christ, we need not be looking for wrath, judgment and God’s fury to be poured upon the earth.  Rather, we need to “lift up…..(our) heads and rejoice; for…..redemption draweth nigh”  (Luke 21:28).

We need not look for the Tribulation but for the Rapture.  If the Church is looking for the Tribulation rather than the Rapture, this will destroy the blessedness of hope.  This is why the enemy hates the doctrine of the imminent----“ready to take place at any moment”----return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  No sign needs to be fulfilled before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He could come for His church today and do no violence to Holy Scripture.

If He could not come until the middle or the end of the Tribulation, there would be no reason for the Church to look for Him until the Tribulation begins.  Thank God that the Scripture says to “be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” (Matthew 24:44).

Let us prepare our heart for this gladsome event, which could take place at any moment.
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