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THE   MANIFESTATION   OF   THE   HOLY   SPIRIT

THE   WORD   MANIFESTATION   means “making visible or that which is shown forth or evidenced.”

In this particular context, manifestations are the evidences of the gifts of the Spirit.  It may be said that a gift of the Spirit is the Holy Spirit doing a specific service through a believer.  The gift which is wrought by the Spirit is an expression of divine ability and not the ability of man.  Exercise of a spiritual gift is a direct achievement of the Holy Spirit.  It is not the use of native gifts nor is it the anointing of native gifts.  While the Spirit might and does use native gifts to His glory, the manifestation of the Spirit is not a mere augmentation of a natural gift.

It is a notable fact that it is not the natural gifts that count in the service of God.  It is not the wit, wisdom, skill or human ability, neither is it the means, rank, influence or personality of a man that determine his effectiveness for God, but it is the manifestation of the Spirit which is bestowed upon him.  “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are; That no flesh should glory in his presence” (1 Corinthians 1:27-29).  The excellency of the power is of God and not of us (see 1 Corinthians 4:7).  It is the Spirit of God who equips people with the gifts of the Spirit, the exercise of which are under His control, and by means of which the church is enabled to fulfill its mission in the world.

Spiritual gifts are bestowed that men may with them profit the church.  They are not given for show or display but for service, not for self-gratification or self-aggrandizement but for edification, not to exalt or magnify those through whom they are manifested but to strengthen the body of Christ.  The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal or for the common profit.  To profit withal denotes the good of the church.  This is the common object of all spiritual gifts.  They are not designed mainly for the benefit or gratification of their recipients but for the good of the church.  One writer expressed it in this manner:  “Just as the power of vision is not for the benefit of the eye but for the man.”
A good test of a true manifestation of the Spirit is that it profits and benefits both the individual concerned and the body of believers to which he ministers.  What has been given, no matter what the nature of the gift may be, is to be used for the edification of the church and not for any selfish purpose.  One often sees a distortion of God’s purpose through those who would take glory to themselves.

When Simon Magus saw the manifestation of the Spirit in Samaria, he sought to receive this power so as to make a reputation for himself.  Whatsoever we do in word or in deed must all be done to the glory of the Lord (see 1 Corinthians 10:31).  

The manifestation of the Spirit is threefold, to men, with men, and through men.

THE MANIFESTATION TO MEN

Throughout the Scripture there are many examples of the manifestation of the Spirit to men.  On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Ghost appeared to men in cloven tongues of fire.  The Spirit arrested the attention of the people and there was a consciousness of God’s presence.  As a result people were amazed, confounded, convicted, convinced, and converted.

The Holy Spirit is preeminently the Spirit of love and grace, and at times in the Scripture He is manifested as a dove, because the dove is the most affectionate of all birds.  But because God demands “truth in the inward parts,” He is also manifested as the Spirit of truth and He guides men into all truth.  Although He is the Spirit of love and grace, He also manifests Himself to men through acts of judgment.

When Ananias and Sapphira had lied to the Holy Spirit, they were both struck dead instantly.  He expressed and exhibited in one startling example His abhorrence for those who lie to the Holy Spirit.  Throughout history there are records of the judgment of the Spirit upon people and congregations who have sinned against Him.  As a result of His judgment, “great fear came upon all the church and upon as many as heard these things,” that they may know that He rules in the kingdom of men.
THE MANIFESTATION WITH MEN

The Holy Spirit works with men to confirm the Word.  What a relationship in ministry.  Signs, wonders, and miracles accompany their ministry to confirm their testimony.  “And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following” (Mark 16:20).  These signs were a confirmation of the grace and power of the messenger and an evidence of His connection with divine power.  They were seals of God’s approval upon the ministry.  They were legitimizing acts to substantiate their claim as messengers from God.  The Apostle Paul speaks of himself as having the “signs of an apostle” (2 Corinthians 12:12).  “God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will”  (Hebrews 2:4).  The Apostle Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, indicated that the signs, wonders, and miracles done by the Lord Jesus Christ were a token of approval from God (see Acts 2:22).

It is a humbling experience for Spirit-filled believers to realize that there is a co-witness of the Spirit.  Those who bear witness to the risen Lord Jesus Christ shall find evidence of the Spirit adding His testimony to theirs.  He attests to the witness of His people.  When the Holy Ghost works with men, He does the miraculous.  The Spirit-filled councilmen who were chosen for the ministry of temporalities in the church at Jerusalem were found doing uncommon feats, working signs and wonders among the people, dispensing not only food and clothing, but spiritual graces as well, because the Lord was working with them.  The disciples requested that they might be granted boldness for witness through signs of healing (see Acts 5:29).  They were aware that they could not speak boldly if God did not work mightily.  For in the mighty working of His power is the confirmation of our witness.

When Paul and Barnabas had completed their first missionary tour, they returned to Antioch, “And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27).  Likewise, at Jerusalem, “they declared all things that God had done with them….declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them” (Acts 15:4, 12).  Notice the terminology “that God had done with them.”  They were constantly conscious of the manifestation of the Spirit in their ministry.  As a result they kept themselves out of sight.  They talked about all that God had done with them, how He had opened the door of faith, and what miracles and wonders God had wrought by them.  Nothing is quite so humbling as when we realize our need for reliance upon the Spirit and that His power will cease to be manifested the moment we become self-reliant or self-confident.  Our strength is found in the perpetual indwelling and inworking of the His Spirit.  His presence and presidency must be recognized by us at all times, because He is the official head of all of our affairs.

THE MANIFESTATION THROUGH MEN

We receive the Holy Spirit as Christ’s ascension gift, and then we commit ourselves to His indwelling, inworking, and outworking.  We receive Him by opening our heart to His fullness, and then we give Him full possession and power, service and control of our entire being.  This includes every faculty of our mind, every affection of our heart, and complete obedience to His bidding.  His will becomes ours, and we become servants under His authority.  All of His power is at our disposal, provided we are at His disposal.

Our relationship to Him is that of a conductor of electricity.  The power resident in the source is transmitted through us.  It does not belong to us.  It is not ours.  Power belongeth unto God, but He manifests Himself through us.  With this supernatural power, there is ability for supernatural results.

World evangelization is made possible through the manifestation of the Spirit, because the Spirit has preeminent place in all true evangelism.  It is He who convicts of sin and magnifies Christ.  It is through Him and His sovereign work that His gifts, the gifts of the Spirit, are manifested, and the confirmation of the Word with signs following is a vital part of God’s plan for world evangelization.  God uses signs, wonders, and miracles to spearhead His attack against the devil and to convince men of His righteousness.  When the power of the supernatural is manifested, it will have a profound effect upon the world, and men will again be convicted in their hearts saying, “men and brethren, what shall we do?”

Oh, for a fresh manifestation of the Spirit among His people.
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