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THE   INERRANCY   OF   THE   BIBLE

It is very evident that a famine is in the land, not a famine of bread and water but a famine of the hearing of the words of the Lord.  Preachers cannot preach the Word with authority unless they believe it to be God’s inerrant word.

Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, one of the great preachers of our generation, has written, “I would not hesitate to put in the first position (for the decline in preaching): the loss of belief in the authority of the Scriptures and a diminution in the belief of the truth.”  In the light of a new, concerted attack on the inerrancy of Scripture, I want to declare again my belief in the whole Bible, rightly divided, and that the Bible as God gave it is wholly true and that there is in no way a mixture of error and truth.

As Paul Feinberg has written, “Inerrancy means that when all facts are known, the Scriptures in their original autographs and properly interpreted will be shown to be wholly true in everything they teach, whether that teaching has to do with doctrine, history, science, geography, geology, or other disciplines or knowledge.”

We believe in the inerrancy of Scripture because Jesus taught it.  The Bible teaches the inerrancy of Scripture, and the character of God demands the inerrancy of Scripture.

JESUS CHRIST TAUGHT INERRANCY

The head of the Church placed the Word in its proper perspective in His ministry.  He was prolific in the use of the Scripture in His preaching and teaching.  He expounded the Scriptures of things concerning Himself (Luke 24:27, 28).  He called upon His hearers to search the Scriptures (John 5:39).  He spoke as one having authority and He used the Scripture to substantiate the authority.  He stated that it is eternal, it will never pass away (Matthew 24:35).  It cannot be broken (John 10:35).  He faced temptation with a simple statement, “It is written,” and the devil departed from Him.
So then, nothing can be plainer than the appeal which the Lord Jesus Christ makes to Scripture as the ultimate authority on every question.  It was His weapon in every controversy and His appeal in all of His teaching.

THE BIBLE TEACHES INERRANCY

If the Word of God is correct about anything, and it certainly is about all things, it is correct when it speaks of itself.  And the Bible says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16).  This literally means that all Scripture is God breathed.  Paul is declaring that every scripture is a product of divine breath.  It is not the product of man; it is the Word of God.  “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God” (1 Thessalonians 2:13).  Therefore, the Bible does not contain words about God but it is God’s Word about man to men.  To hear the Bible preached is to hear God himself speak.  

THE CHARACTER OF GOD DEMANDS INERRANCY.

If the Bible is God’s Word, then it must be true, for “it is impossible for God to lie” (see Hebrews 6:18).  “God…..does not lie” (see Titus 1:2).  “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul” (Psalm 19:7).  Jesus Christ declared, “Thy word is truth” (John 17:17).

Therefore, to state that the Scripture is not inerrant is to attack the very character of God, but I join with the Apostle Paul in saying, “Let God be true, but every man a liar” (Romans 3:4).
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