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THE   HOWLING   WILDERNESS

In recent years many churches have abandoned the cities, moving to the suburbs.  This exodus to suburbia is largely responsible for the crime and unrest which has riddled and plagued the cities.  Because of the lack of the evangelical testimony in these large cities, there are corresponding problems which accompany the absence of Truth.  In my estimation, it is at this point that the church stands indicted.  Churches have withdrawn or retreated to the suburbs where believers testify to believers and preachers preach to saints without affecting the world about them.  They worship in cloistered halls and boast of their tremendous church complexes, while the masses about them go without witness to hell.

Our cities are filled with spiritual derelicts who are without God and without hope in the world.  With the exodus of the church from the city, there is little hope that these people will be influenced by the full gospel unless the church reverses its trend and realizes that it is retreating from souls.  A large percentage of the people in our cities have migrated there from rural areas seeking employment.  These people become trapped in “asphalt jungles” and live under anti-God and anti-Christ influences.  By and large they are driven to a community of culturally deprived and economically depressed people where many of the vices and sins of the city thrive.

This is a very real problem and one that the church cannot avoid, for the cities set the pace for national life.  As the cities go, so goes our civilization.  For this reason the church needs special attention on cities.  
If the cities of our day are to be saturated with the gospel, then there must be a drastic revolution in the concept of the mission and message of the church.  The idea that the minister is paid to evangelize while the membership assists when it can and if it can is foreign to the New Testament pattern of evangelism.  A “professional” evangelism will never do the job.  The New Testament pattern of evangelism regards all of the membership as ministers.  Men with gifted ministries direct, coach, and supervise while the church membership goes out to saturate the city with the gospel. 

The early church was known as those who “filled Jerusalem with their doctrine,” those that “turned the world upside down,” and those who caused “no small stir” wherever they went.  I am of the opinion that Pentecost is the only force that can penetrate the pagan society of our cities.  Therefore, we are charged with an awesome responsibility as Pentecostals to penetrate the “howling wilderness” of the large population areas with the glorious gospel of Christ.  We are debtors, both to the wise and to the unwise, unto all people, regardless of class, culture, or color.  May we all accept the challenge!
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