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THE  RIGHT  KIND  OF  MUSIC  FOR  WORSHIP
Since the days when the sons of God shouted for joy and the morning stars sang together for the creation ceremony, music has been an integral part of true religious worship.  The psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs of the church have touched responsive chords in human hearts and have served to draw men into a deeper and closer relationship with their Master.  Spiritual, scriptural, God-anointed music has long been one of the distinctives of Pentecostal worship.

Although much of the singing is informal, it expresses a work of grace in the heart.  The victory of the transformed life pours from the heart in simple lyrics that grip the souls of listeners and bless those who make melody in their hearts unto the Lord.

In some quarters, the church is faced with a very dangerous trend in its musical program.  And many church leaders stand in the valley of decision.  Secular music has changed very drastically, and this change has left its imprint upon the music of the church.  While I am not opposed to change, I am opposed to change in the wrong direction.  Gospel rock has been introduced into the church on the premise that this is what young people like.  The philosophy is that we will attract young people with this type of music and then win them to Christ.  But rock music is basically wrong, and therefore this philosophy is wrong.  
A comprehensive study of Afro-American music revealed that the modern rock beat is the “same rhythms they’ve been using in Africa for years.”  The writer has heard this same repetitious, loud beat in the jungles of Africa and other parts of the world.  Even though gospel lyrics are put to the rock rhythm, it still has a damaging, corrupting effect upon the emotions of the singers and listeners.  These songs communicate some of the same feelings and attitudes as rock songs with secular lyrics.  They also whet the appetite for this type of music and appear to place the endorsement of the church on it.

In some of the churches, there is one type of music for the youth and another type for the adults.  It seems that each tolerates the other and that there is little congregational cohesion in the musical program.  As a result, the singing is little more than a performance or an exhibition rather than an act of worship.  This singing is often accompanied by the loud, pounding beat of drums and other instruments amplified to several decibels of sound above the tolerable limit.  

Instead of adding to the worship of the service, it rather detracts from the worship.  Many of our mass gatherings such as camp meetings and conventions are often hindered by those who would dominate the service with the beat and sound of amplified instruments.  Therefore, music in some meetings has simply become noise.  While I am not charging those who are caught up in this type of music as having turned away from God, it is interesting to note that when Israel turned away from God, its music became “noise” (Amos 5:23; Ezekiel 26:13).  This style of music is often used for an affectation instead of worship to God.

Many singing groups have permitted the professional and commercial gospel singers, so-called, to set the pattern for singing in the church.  They mimic some singing group which travels from one all-night sing to another, singing songs of the gospel but living contrary to the gospel.

Lest I should be misunderstood, I will conclude by saying that we must never get away from spirited, lively, anointed gospel singing accompanied by instruments played in good taste.  We must always sing unto the Lord, and sometimes, loudly.  When we have blessed the Lord with our worship in song, He will bless the waiting congregation.
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