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THE   TEACHING   OF   PAUL   CONCERNING TITHING
 The admonition in 1 Corinthians 16:2, “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him,” does not have reference particularly to tithing. It referred, rather to the collection of monies for a charitable fund to take care of the poor of the church at Jerusalem. The churches of Corinth and Galatia were called upon for this special service. 

 The Apostle Paul also encouraged the Galatian converts support the ministry: “Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things. Be not deceived: God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:6, 7). Seldom do individuals think of this scripture as having a monetary connotation; however, Paul was giving instruction concerning support of the ministry.

 In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he set a policy for the support of the ministry. He contended, “For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things” (Romans 15:27). Here the Apostle Paul stresses that it is the duty of those who are ministered to, to give of their carnal or material things for the support of the ministry. A similar statement is made in his instruction to the Corinthian Church: “If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?” (1 Corinthians 9:11). 

 In is contended by some that the Apostle Paul worked with his own hands and refused personal remuneration for his labors. It is true, lest he might be classified with those false ministers who were transforming themselves into angels of light and making merchandise of the gospel, that he did forego personal remuneration at times; but because of this he did not give up his right to receive remuneration, for he wrote of the liberality of the Philippian Church in these words: “In the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only…. Ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account” (Philippians 4:15-17).
 The support of the ministry, as Paul claimed, was an ordination of God. He declared, “Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:14). If Jesus Christ ordained tha t preachers of the gospel should live of the gospel, it is likely that He would ordain any other plan than the plan He followed, which was the plan of tithing?

 The Apostle Paul makes a comparison of the support of the ministry under the Old Testament and the support of the New Testament ministry: “Have we not power to eat and to drink? …. Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? …. If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? … Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live the things of the temple? And they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?” (1 Corinthians 9:4, 7, 11, 13).

 In verse 14 he added, “Even so hath the Lord ordained,” which leads us to believe that God would have His people to set apart of certain portion, while the Levites were also given a tithe. For those who claim that all of the Law was abrogated under the gospel, they must remember that tithing was not instituted under the Law. However, I am of the persuasion that this portion of the Law was not disannulled but was fulfilled in that Jesus Christ gave His distinct approval and endorsement of this method of support for the ministry. 
 Jesus confirmed tithing by approving the tithe payments of the Pharisees and ordaining that preachers of the gospel should live of the gospel. For those who would contend that the ministry is to be supported by mere freewill offerings, I refer them to Paul’s comparison of those who ministered about sacred things in the Temple. While there were freewill offerings for the ministry, there was also tithe given. If this is not the system for us today, then Paul’s comparison is out of order.

 That the Lord ordained that ministers should “live of the gospel” should sweep away the thought that every man was left perfectly at his own liberty to give what he pleased; for, if this were so, there would be no ordinance of law at all and what God ordained would amount to little or nothing.

 There are two major principles concerning giving that the Apostle Paul laid down in the New Testament. One is that tithes and offerings are to be given for the support of the ministry. The second is that each church should have a fund from which the poor can be supported when necessary.
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