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THE SPIRITUAL TRAINING OF CHILDREN

In recent years, the church has given added attention to the training of children.  In addition to the Sunday-school hour and a weekday youth service, most churches provide a Sunday morning church service which convenes simultaneously with morning worship and is designed to meet the spiritual needs of children on their age level.  But just how adequate are children’s church programs.

What does the church mean to today’s children?  What is their relationship to the church and to Christ?  What do they know about the Bible, the church, and its doctrine?  I believe that the child should be at the heart of our church program.  He is more than a soul.  He is a potential lifetime of service for the Kingdom.  He is more than a part of the church’s program.  He is the heart of the church’s life.  It might be well for all of us to take a hard look at what we are doing for the children of the Church.

I want to make a few observations for your consideration.  Children’s church removes the children from the influence of the pastor’s Sunday morning message, which lessens his opportunity to exert his influence upon the young of his congregation during those most formative years of their lives.  And in many cases, the children grow up feeling that they are not a part of the sanctuary worship.  In their opinion, they have a “church within the church” which meets their needs.  When they graduate from the children’s church program, it is sometimes very difficult to integrate them into the life of the church.  Their absence from the corporate worship of seasoned believers who know how to contact God, yield to the Spirit, and edify the Body leaves a vacuum that is not usually filled otherwise.  There is a certain unrealized benefit that comes from corporate worship which only years will reveal to a person.  

Many churches provide trained, dedicated workers to teach their children; but some are left to the supervision of those who are ill-prepared or who are little more than glorified baby-sitters.  Children’s church services are often left to teen-age leaders who are lacking in doctrinal knowledge and understand.  In such cases, the children are not only deprived, but these leaders also are denied the pastoral ministry necessary for the perfecting of the saints.

I am not opposed to the children’s church program per se, but I am of the opinion that the program should be appraised continually to determine its direction and effectiveness.  For a balanced program of training:  (1) allow the children to remain in the sanctuary for special days and special speakers; (2) allow them to sit under the influence of the pastor’s message at least once a month; (3) stress the idea of families worshiping together in the sanctuary;  and (4) be sure that children’s church is viewed as an arm of the church and not as a “church within a church.”
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