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THE OCCULT

A few years ago, the word occult was seldom encountered in Western civilization.  But today, the popularization of the occult has made it a household word.  Occult means “dealing in matters regarded as involving the action or influence of supernatural agencies.”  Time magazine reported, “Today, tens of thousands across the country---some of them middleclass adults----are dabbling in Satanism, witchcraft, voodoo, and other forms of black or white magic…..A good deal of the arcane experimentation results from blind faith in Satanic power, which sometimes produces macabre acts of violence and sex that, in less enlightened eras of U. S. history, would have brought the perpetrators swift punishments at the stake.”

There is a rise of interest and participation in spiritism, black and white magic, psychometry, divination, witchcraft, hypnotism, clairvoyance and other occult practices.  Churches are springing up throughout the United States dedicated to the worship of Satan.  One such church is directed by Anton LaVey in San Francisco.  This church is called “The First Church of Satan”; and its founder, Mr. LaVey, has authored “The Satanic Bible.”  Mr. LaVey contends: “It is Satanism that permits man to gain his just place in nature.  When someone becomes a Satanist, he no longer finds it in the least bit necessary to kowtow to God and beg for mercy.  All of this is left behind.”  The worship of Satan has penetrated our population on all levels of society to a greater degree than most of us are aware.

Satan, realizing that his time is short and that his days are numbered, has unleashed his forces against this society; and, as a result, there is a rapid increase of ghastly crimes, perverted and dastardly acts, unrestrained lustfulness, unbridled permissiveness, and fierce and inordinate conduct.  How else can one explain the terrible onslaught on our society but that men have given themselves to Satan and that Satan is directing their affairs?  The only way one can explain the actions of Charles Manson is to consider them to be the result of demon possession.  Charles Manson at one time was a member of the Fraternity of Satan.  He believed that all human beings are God and the devil at the same time and that all human beings are part of each other.  Therefore, if you kill a human, you are really just killing part of yourself; so it is all right.
In the early days of America, witches were put to death for their practices.  But today, their image has changed.  Now, occultism is being embraced by thousands of Americans, as well as by others throughout the world.  What can all of this mean?  The Word of God predicts that in the end-time there will be a great increase in demonic activity.  The Apostle Paul declared, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (I Timothy 4:1).  He declares that as men abandon the Faith and reject the Truth, they will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.  All of this feverish activity of evil spirits is only another indication that we have a short time left to reap the harvest.  “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest” (Luke  10:2).
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