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THE GREAT COMMISION

The Great Commission is the program of the church in capsule form.  It is the marching orders for God’s church.  It is the mandate of Christ for His church.  To neglect it is to disregard the express order of the Risen Lord.  Christ said, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore” (Matthew 28:18-19).  Because “all power is given unto me…go ye.”  This is the command from above with the assurance that Christ will give grace and authority to perform the tasks.  He declares that His power for the task is limitless.  He commissions us with the full power of attorney to fulfill His work on earth.  This is the authority for “total evangelism” in today’s church.  This is not simply a request from our Lord; it is a personal, inescapable obligation of every Christian.  We have no option in the matter.  If one desires to be a disciple of Christ, he must be obedient to these orders.  If we are to be disciples, we must be witnesses.  We are only assured of His timeless presence if we obey His command.  Obedience to this command entitles us to the promise, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20).

But it is so easy for church organizations to be sidetracked from the major issue to minor projects.  Through the years I have observed outstanding evangelistic groups who have veered from the fulfillment of the Great Commission and have concentrated on social concern.  As a result, these organizations have become service organizations rather than vibrant, aggressive, evangelistic forces in the world.  We must not allow anything to distract us from the fulfillment of the Great Commission.
Each of the four Gospels contains the Great Commission.  The simplest form of the Commission is recorded in the book of John.  “As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21).  In these two emphatic statements Christ sets forth not only the command to evangelize but the program of evangelism.  The command is, “As the Father has sent me.”  In this command Jesus is saying to us, “Let your ministry be like mine; let My ministry be a pattern for yours.”  Since His ascension He has used no other channel than redeemed men to herald the message of the gospel and to make disciples of men.  The church stands today in the stead of Christ, and in Christ’s stead we are to bring men to the saving knowledge of Christ.  The Christian stands in the world in the place of Jesus Christ.  As Martin Luther once said, “It is no light thing to stand in the place of God.”  Christ’s ministry was a teaching, preaching, witnessing ministry; and this is the ministry for us today.  This ministry must not be confined to the pulpits of America, but should be the responsibility of every believer.  He is saying to all of us, “Let your ministry be like Mine, go make disciples!”
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