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THE GOD OF YOUR PARLOR
Our nation is on a moral and spiritual toboggan slide. Permissiveness has permeated our society, leaving it pale and anemic. Obscenity, profanity, and pornography are the order of the day. Nudity promenades the broadways and lifts its head in defiant haughtiness as it passes by. Alcoholism and drugs have paralyzed and blown the minds of millions. Dishonesty and cheating have become an accepted way of life- being evil only if one is caught in the act. 
 There are many contributing factors to this state of affairs, but there is one medium which becomes increasingly more insidious in its effect upon the minds, morals, and manners of the people. That medium is television. (Please don’t turn me off at this point.) The devil is a master at distorting and prostituting that which has a potential for world evangelization or for the betterment of humanity. Notice his subtlety. TV at its inception was considered a medium to bring families back together. Clean, closely censored programs were presented. But when TV became another piece of furniture in most every home throughout America and around the world, and when viewing TV became the way of life for the vast majority, the devil struck a devastating blow at the heart of morality and righteousness. Programs became obscene. Today profanity flows like liquor from the bar. Sex is glorified. The off-color joke is the spice of the programming. Indecent costuming suggests a pattern that is mimicked. Advertisers brainwash the listeners and distort the value of products, and nudity is displayed unashamedly.

 Remember, friend, this is not a description of the plays of Broadway or Hollywood. This is the scene in your own front room or den. Filth that was once hidden in the dark recesses of a closet or in a back alley now enjoys the uppermost seat in our homes. A filth factory now operates within the confines of the home. The moral fiber of the family has become so weak, the values so warped, the principles so distorted, that resistance against evil has fallen to a low ebb. “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” The church must face up to the issue. The reckoning day is upon us. TV, which has been called the “third parent” in our homes, entertains multiplied thousands of youngsters on the average of five and one-half hours each day. This means that children sit at the feet of the “third parent” more than at the feet of their very own.
 It is inconceivable that we can allow young, impressionable minds to feed on corruption all of their young lives and not produce a nation of derelicts and profligates. Can one sow to the wind and not reap the whirlwind? Don’t let TV do your thinking. Think for yourself. When you do, you’ll talk back to that talking idol- the god of your parlor. Before it is too late, strike out against the villain who has invaded your home:

 *Switch off undesirable programs.

 *Protest to the producers and sponsors. Let them know that they have misunderstood your desires and misjudged their audience.

 *Be brutally honest with yourself. Examine your motives and convictions.

 *Regain control of your home, which TV has robbed.
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