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THE AMERICAN FAMILY IN TROUBLE
 The family is the oldest human institution, beginning in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve. When God made Adam, He determined it was not good for man to be alone; therefore, He made Eve as Adam’s helpmeet and charged them to establish the family unit. Therefore, God has ordained that the world be a network of families. The family unit is threatened with extinction. The warp and woof of the family has worn threadbare. This matter strikes at the very heart of our survival, for no nation can long exist and no civilization can continue when the family unit is broken. A nation is only as strong as its family units. A study of history will reveal that as families have gone, so have gone the nations. 

 In this things-oriented society of soulless materialism, people have focused their interest on material advantages and have neglected those things which are vital to our very existence. However, I am of the opinion that the solution to our problem will not come from intrusive governmental standards for families, nor will it come from a governmental supervision of our children. 

 Families must have a spiritual awakening, because the multiple problems which threaten the families of our day cannot be resolved within ourselves. The solution will come from a higher power. This does not exempt us from using all the human ingenuity and knowledge available to us. Neither does this mean that we must be passive,. But after we have put forth every effort possible, we must rely upon God for direction. The scripture says that it is not in man to direct his steps (see Jeremiah 10:23). We are also advised, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. [But] in all thy ways acknowledge Him, and he shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5, 6).
 There are varied and sundry forces, policies, and programs which threaten families. Three of the major forces which are affecting the family are divorce, social change, and public policies.

                                          DIVORCE

 Divorce is a scourge which has literally fragmented the families of the world. One-parent families have created a vacuum in the lives of your boys and girls. Divorce has left orphans in its wake and created a disregard for the sanctity of the home and for the sacredness of marriage. It has become an accepted way of life, leaving married couples without the will to face their problems and to resolve them together. They follow the line of least resistance which does not resolve but rather complicates matters and creates more psychological and social problems.

 “For couples who married in the early years of the century, one marriage in ten ended in divorce. For couples who have married since World War II, one marriage in three ends in divorce.” Regardless of what our society might accept or approve, it remains a fact that God said, “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Matthew 19:6). This is not relative, it is absolute. When we again recognize the commandments of God and model our lives after those commands rather than some naturalistic philosopher or some thrice-wed Hollywood star, our nation will turn around and hope for survival will be born. But as long as men and women are willing to trade their companions with no more compunction of conscience than trading an old automobile, nations will continue to deteriorate and will ultimately fall. We are now on a suicidal race to destruction unless our families can be strengthened. 
                                         SOCIAL CHANGE

 These are volatile times, times of sweeping changes which have a tendency to fragment families and to pull family members in opposite directions. But we must all learn to live with change and to keep pace with this dynamic society. We must make the adjustments necessary to meet the challenges of our age. The changes can best be coped with if families will remain close together, will share experiences of both joys and sorrows, of triumphs and tragedies, and of difficulties and delights.
 The frustration and confusion of our times does not come from God’s plan for the family, but is has been brought about by refusing to accept God’s plan. Our Maker remains constant in the era of change. He offers us stability, constancy, and direction for frustrated times. “Change and decay in all around I see, oh, Thou who changest not, abide with me.” 

                                      PUBLIC POLICIES

 There are certain public policies which have made an impact upon families. The policymakers of our government need to be more sensitive to the needs of our families rather than to political advantage. In fact, families must again be the prime interest of legislators and policymakers. I do not believer that those who framed the Constitution of the United States of America ever intended for the first article of the Constitution to be interpreted in an anti-God, anti-prayer, anti-church manner. We have become so broad in some of our interpretations that we have rendered some of our safeguards completely ineffective. I am calling upon senators, representatives, governors, and other officials of our great government to make the family a prime consideration in all of their policies.

 It is high time that we display some Christian statesmanship and place policy above politics in order to strengthen the family unit. When our policymakers assume this attitude, many of the ills of government will be resolved. 

 I am sure that this might seem to be a simplistic solution to many of those who are struggling so hard for a resolution to our problems. But after all, our strength does not come from the hills, but our strength cometh from the Lord. When we learn this, we have learned the lesson which will bring solution. 

