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SPEAKING  WITH   TONGUES   AT   WILL

Speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance is the evidence that the Holy Ghost has come to abide with us as the Comforter.  The Comforter is the advocate, or strengthener in conflict, who comes alongside to help.  So then, speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance is the announcement that the Helper has come to enable us to fulfill the Great Commission.  His coming upon us means adequacy for vocation and ability for service.

In these last days of the outpouring of the Spirit, it is not uncommon for the subject of speaking with tongues to be discussed at length in the newspaper and through other news media.  However, it is unfortunate that many of those who make an effort to deal with the subject have no background or knowledge of the experience, and therefore approach it from their limited framework of reference.  For this reason there are varied and sundry opinions, many of which are not biblically based.

Since speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance is a biblical experience, the starting point of any explanation should be the Scripture and not the experience as such.  The Word of God is the final authority in doctrine and practice.  The starting point of the subject in the New Testament is Acts 2:4: “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

There are those who contend that they can speak with tongues at will and use the scripture which states “they…..began to speak” (Acts 2:4) to support this theory.  However, the scripture must be taken in its entirety.  The latter part of the verse states, “as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  Man yields his faculties to the Spirit, but he does not initiate the utterance.  While he is not passive, he does not form the words to be spoken of his own accord.  The Holy Spirit gives him the words.  He speaks as the Spirit gives the utterance.  Speaking with tongues has little or no significance if the Spirit does not give the utterance.
History reveals that there have been various cults which spoke with tongues, but it was evident that the tongues were not of the Spirit.  It is not speaking with tongues that is the evidence of the baptism with the Holy Ghost, but it is speaking with tongues as the SPIRIT GIVES THE UTTERANCE that constitutes the initial evidence of the baptism with the Holy Ghost.

Likewise, speaking with tongues, as one of the nine spiritual gifts, (1 Corinthians 12:4-11), is not imparted to man to use at his own will.  One person in relating his experience said, “The gift of tongues is mine, and I can speak in tongues at any time.  I am in control of the gift; I am its steward, so to speak.”  Moreover, Scripture declares, “But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will” 1 Corinthians 12:11).  The Spirit operates as He wills and not as the individual wills.  The high and lofty third person of the Godhead does not submit to the will of man to be used of him or manipulated according to his desires.  Therefore, man cannot dictate to the Spirit, He cannot use the Spirit; the Spirit must use him.  It is not, Do you have the Holy Spirit?  But, Does the Holy Spirit have you?
There is a trend in some charismatic circles toward encouraging people to engage in singing in concert tongues.  It is not the prerogative of a minister to direct a congregation in these exercises.  It is a very blessed experience to sing in the Spirit and pray in the Spirit as set forth in the Word: “What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also:  I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also” (1 Corinthians 14:15).  But I must repeat that these are not precipitated by man nor directed by man.  The Spirit must direct these exercises of worship.  Again some place the emphasis upon “I will pray” or “I will sing,” indicating that man initiates the speaking at will; but even a cursory examination of the verse reveals that the exercise originates with the Spirit.

Man does not possess the ability to precondition candidates to speak with biblical tongues.  There are no human techniques which can be used to teach candidates for the baptism of the Holy Ghost how to speak with tongues.  Speaking with tongues is not a language to be taught by man; it is a spiritual gift given solely by the Spirit.  It is not a learned experience, but rather a divinely imparted experience, which rules out the idea that classes can be conducted in which candidates learn certain words or syllables which will lead them to a spiritual language.
The enemy of our souls would seek to cheapen a very glorious experience by placing it on the fleshly human level, thus bringing it into disrepute and ineffectiveness.  But those of us who have experienced this divine afflatus and the empowering spirit have no doubt about its biblical authenticity and its experiential reality.  We are convinced that speaking with tongues does not have its source in the emotions of man but in the Spirit.
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