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SCHEDULING TIME FOR PRAYER

After a very busy day, I settled down in my study for a time of reflection and meditation.  It had been one of those very frustrating times.  As I mused on the activities of the day, my mind was drawn to the song, “Take Time to Be Holy.”  Holy living does demand the control of our time.  In this production-centered culture, we must discipline our time and bend it to God’s will and purpose.  We are always on the run.  There are so many things that vie for our time, and time has a way of escaping and avoiding us.  But we must control it, schedule it, and make good use of it.

The struggle for time for personal devotion, Bible reading, and meditation is a most obvious difficulty in the spiritual realm of the church, both among the ministers and laity.  It is not so much a matter of finding time to pray but of making time for prayer.  John Calvin once, “What deep-seated malice against God is this, that I will do anything and everything but go to Him and remain in secret prayer.”  The time which we spend in prayer will tell us where our priorities are.  

It does take time for a Christian to reach spiritual plateaus and spiritual peaks in his experience with God.  If he is to reach those levels, he must learn to schedule his priorities, strip his daily program of nonessentials, delegate responsibilities and structure his time.  This cannot be done without a strenuous effort; but I will submit that if this church would pledge itself to tithing its time as well as its money for the outreach of the Gospel, revival would result.
The multiplicity of duties, business cares, family cares, and the demands of these times have stolen our Christian graces.  There are many distractions that prevent us from reaching the sublime heights of holiness which God intended that we reach.  The Word of God says, “…..that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction” (1 Corinthians 7:35).  The devil is the task master of distraction.  He manufactures all sorts of distractions to keep us from the throne and to draw us away from Calvary.  Therefore, we must continually battle and war against these things that would rob us of our spiritual sensitivity.

Jesus Christ was often seen against a background of the rising sun or the starlit sky while He prayed.  While the masses were asleep in bed Jesus Christ was agonizing in prayer.  Here is our example my friend:  He was so busy and pressed for time during the day as He went about doing good and as He was thronged by the multitudes that He felt the necessity either to prayer all night or to arise a great while before day and commune with His Father.

I would like to ask you a very pointed question.  In fact it is a question that Christ asked His disciples in the Garden-----“What, could ye not watch with me one hour?”  (Matthew 26:40).  May you ponder this question in your heart.  How long has it been since you spent an hour with your Lord enthralled at His feet and bathed in His glory?  The Word of God admonishes us “But the end of all things is at hand:  be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer” (1 Peter 4:7).  In the light of the pressures of these times, we must watch for opportunities of prayer.  The times demand that we seek God’s face.
Why is it that we will do anything and everything but go to God and remain in secret prayer?  Oh how I wish that a spirit of prayer-consciousness would grip our entire church!  If we will make time for prayer, I firmly believe that God will honor it with an outpouring of His Spirit.  
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