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REVIVAL

In fact, we must have revival for survival.  Revival is a much-talked-about subject, but little is done about it.  There are multiplied notices and announcements of revivals; but when one attends these meetings, he discovers an ordinary service with little or no sign of revival.  Regardless of how lifeless and dead some of our special meetings are, we persist in calling them revival.

When I say that the prime need of our church is a revival, I do not mean a protracted meeting, a campaign, or a series of services.  Neither do I mean a mere emotional spree or a sporadic splash of excitement.  The revival I am talking about is God’s people getting thoroughly right with Him---a spiritual awakening which results in repentance, return, and restoration; a spiritual renewal of faith and power for testimony and witness; a cure for the worldliness that is eating like a cancer in the very vitals of the church; and a refreshing from the presence of the Lord which inspires love, unity, and an appreciation for holiness and righteousness.

There is a great deal of activity in our church which we label revival, but an honest appraisal of these meetings will label them as evangelistic campaigns.  Now evangelistic meetings are fulfilling a certain need, but for the most part they are poorly attended by both Christians and sinners because there is a lack of revival among God’s people.  I am of the opinion that the church needs to reverse the order of its efforts to reach the lost.  Instead of launching an evangelistic campaign and expecting it to become a revival, let us put revival first and evangelism will be the inevitable.  When the church is thoroughly right with God, the people will want to share their experience with others.  This is the result of revival.

“Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee” (Psalm 51:12, 13).  May the theme song of our daily devotion be, “O Holy Ghost, revival comes from Thee; Send a revival, start the work in me.”
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