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REACHING   OUR   CITIES
 The world is fast becoming an urban society with approximately three-fourths of the population clustered in urban centers. While existing cities continue to expand their borders and form strip cities and metropolitan areas, completely new cities are also springing up to meet the demands of a burgeoning urban population. 

 But the cities of the world are in trouble-bad trouble. They are fighting for survival and the people are caught in the midst of this great upheaval. The cities are financially bankrupt. But this is not the worst problem. There is also an appalling moral bankruptcy. But here is where the people are, and the mission of the church in today’s world is to reach the people where they are. We cannot expect the people to come to us; we must go to them. This is a divine principle of reaching the lost.

 However, we are faced with the fact that in most large cities, especially in the United States of America, Evangelical Protestants have retreated from the harvest, leaving those who could really help the city in a minority. For this reason the Evangelical Protestant lifestyle is not dominant in the city. The city has been abandoned to the cults and to those who do not uphold Christian values as set forth in the Word of God. By and large, Christians have possessed an anti-city attitude which has prevented us from penetrating the very place where the majority of the people are. The cities are wicked and living has become very dangerous. But what is our responsibility to this city-dominated culture? Let us turn to the New Testament to determine the apostolic pattern.

 The Apostle Paul traveled from urban center to urban center preaching the gospel and reaching the populated areas of his day. Eight of his letters were written to churches in urban centers and are titled by the names of those cities. These epistles stand as evidence of the importance of cities in the New Testament pattern of evangelism. The program of evangelism in the New Testament Church was a concentration of effort in populated centers from which the believers went out to other areas with the gospel. The apostles and the membership of the New Testament did not penetrate those cities without a life and death struggle.
 The cities of that day were exceedingly corrupt because of the pagan culture. For example, Ephesus was a center of idolatry and was notorious for its luxury and moral corruption. The religion of the city was corrupted by moral looseness, and immoral acts were a part of the temple exercise. Corinth, which was the largest city in Greece, was the crossroads for merchants and soldiers, and, consequently, it became a center of vice. It was called the city of harlots, because the temple prostitutes, which numbered in the hundreds, would go down into the city to ply their trade. Rome, which reached one million in population, was the capital of perversions, court plots, and heinous crimes. Yet it was these cities which the Apostle Paul chose to penetrate with the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it was here in these centers of bustling life where the message of Jesus Christ took root and spread to the countryside, It was in the city synagogues, busy marketplaces, and the crowed streets that the New Testament Church made an impact upon its society.

 If we are to reach the people of our day with the message of Jesus Christ, we must take the same approach, because the expansion of the church will be inextricably associated with the urban centers. Therefore, the major arena for evangelism in our day is the city, for there is where the people are. In the words of Martin E. Marty, “There is the city, and in the city is the test.”

 In order to reach the cities of our urbanized world, we must establish some new patterns of evangelism. There must also be a change in the concept of mission. This is not a call for change in the message. The message is absolute; it is up-to-date. But there must be a change in method.

 The church must match itself with complexities of the city-dominated culture. The Christian rural past is fading faster by the day, and the rural methods of reaching people, for the most part, will not work in the city. In the city, facilities are seldom available, the habits of the people are not conducive to spiritual things, the city authorities are generally not sympathetic, the population is difficult to penetrate, the working habits of the people militate against normal church attendance, and there are many other problems to face. 

 To point out just one city problem, approximately 500,000 apartments are being constructed each year in city centers. There high-rise apartments, or as they have been called “homes in the skies” or “vertical villages,” are inhabited by urban cliff dwellers who cannot be reached by ordinary methods. Visitation in apartment complexes is forbidden by law in most cities; therefore, they must be reached by mail or through special programs in close proximity to the apartments or within the apartments.

 One method of reaching these people is for a family to move within the apartment complex and conduct classes or services in a rented flat or in the recreation center provided by the establishment.

Contrary to the opinion of many people, cities are not melting pots where people of all races and creeds blend together. Cities are rather a multiplicity of subcultures and ethnic groups which have a tendency to create tightly knit communities which form the city. These people live in a world all to themselves. They live in the city, but they are not conscious of what goes on outside of their own subculture. Therefore, it often becomes necessary for the leaders to take up residence within the community or at least in close proximity to the community in order to spend time with the people in their own setting.
 Hit-and-run evangelism will not work in these areas. We must go and stay until the work is established. This is the type evangelism that he Apostle Paul followed. He spent eighteen months in Corinth. He was three and one-half years in Ephesus working largely with a training program and indoctrination converts who did the work of saturating the city with the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and then went to the countryside with the message. 

 If we are to saturate the cities with the gospel, we must enlist the involvement of the total church. The New Testament pattern of ministry was that the minister help the laymen to evangelize, while the modern day concept is that the minister is paid to evangelize while the membership of the church assists him in doing the job. But according to Ephesians 4:11-13, the minister is to direct, coach, and supervise the membership of the church who is responsible for saturating the city with the gospel. The New Testament Church of Jerusalem was known as those who “filled Jerusalem with their doctrine.” These believers gained the attention of city officials and caused “no small stir” when they penetrated a city with the gospel. 

In this great movement of the population to our cities many people have become detached from the church. There are entire families who have moved from rural areas but have not become attached to a church since moving to the city. So many times they become lost in the city and lost to the church. There must be an intensive program of discovering the detached and introducing them to the church. If a church does not exist in that particular subculture, then we must plant one in close proximity to these people. 
 There are enough Christians who move into some of our large cities every three months to form the nucleus for a strong church, but in many cases these people are lost to the church because provision has not been made for them or because they do not understand their responsibility in the planting of a church. Families which move into our cities should be encouraged to conduct services in their homes when there is no church in the community to which they move. This again is the New Testament pattern. House churches are productive even in this twentieth century. It is at this point that there must be a change in the attitude of many believers. Instead of waiting for someone to come to them, they become the church in the new community and go after the people to form the nucleus for a new church. 

 So many believers who move to the city and discover that there is no church in close proximity to them feel that the church has failed them; but they must come to realize that they are the church, and if there is no local church in that city they become the church in that city. If they fail to open up their home for meetings or find a place of witness, they fail themselves. 

 In order to reach the cities of our day we must look at all men as souls. There must be an abandonment of class consciousness and men must be seen through the eyes of Jesus Christ. We must perceive ourselves as debtors to the masses of unreached souls and accept the challenge of reaching them if we are to fulfill God’s will for this generation. 
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