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EDITORIAL 

  As one researches the outpouring of the Spirit, especially on the mission fields, he discovers that regardless of the label of the churches, Pentecost is predominant in the praise and worship service, and the gifts of the Spirit are prevalent. Paul Pierson, of Fuller Theological Seminary, said: “That without exception the growing churches in Brazil, the Philippines and elsewhere are Charismatic...They emphasize the real work of the Holy Spirit and all the gifts.”He said further that “We also see new worship styles, more praise oriented, with much more focus on prayer and often a longer period of preaching and teaching.” One minister, after reviewing what is happening in the evangelical circles throughout the world, told a Pentecostal leader: “You are Pentecostalizing the body of Christ.” It should be understood that the first-century church was a Pentecostal church, and when we recapture the ministry of that church all of the attendant gifts and blessings will accompany it.

  Pentecost has impacted every strata of our society and has literally girdled the globe. Jesus said that when the Spirit comes upon the church, that our witness will be international--”unto the uttermost marts of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Pentecost is probably the most intercultural and international of all the existing religions today. It was no accident that on the Day of Pentecost Jews out of every nation were present in Jerusalem to experience the outpouring. From Jerusalem every nation was exposed to the Pentecostal message. Peter, in his Jerusalem message, declared that the Pentecostal experience was for “As many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39). The fact that the message of Pentecost is international can be attributed to the Pentecostal experience. If there had been no Pentecost, the message of Calvary and the resurrection could has been regionalized.  Jesus made the Pentecostal experience a prerequisite for world evangelization, therefore its international impact (Luke 24:49). The message of Pentecost is one that is all inclusive. There was to be no discrimination among those who were to receive the fulness of the Spirit; no socioeconomic discrimination--servants  and handmaidens; no gender discrimination--male and female; no age discrimination--old and young; no racial discrimination--all flesh (Acts 2:17-18; Acts 1:14).

  In the early days of Pentecost it was majorally rural, but a survey of 3,300 major cities of the world reveals that Pentecostals are there in large numbers, and that Pentecost is more urban than rural. It is also more female than male, and more prominent among the impoverished than the well-to-do. Two-thirds of the Pentecostal live in Third World countries. As we face the new millennium, we will be challenged by some radical changes which must be processed. For example, Pentecost, began in the East and moved to the West. and for many years was a movement of the West. that is North America and Western Europe. It is no longer a movement of the West to the non-West. There is a shift from the West to the South and the East with about two-thirds of the Pentecostals living in Asia, Africa and Latin America. There was a time when most all missionaries were sent from North America and Western Europe to the rest of the world. Today there are many sending countries. In fact they are going in all directions. This has implications for world evangelization. The concept of our world mission must be reevaluated. The is but one phase of the challenge that is before us in the 21 century.     

  Hopefully, God will touch all Pentecostals afresh so that we might focus on the last days harvest and that the harvest will dominate our plans and strategies. 

MESSAGE

  The announcement of the subject probably raises some doubt in your mind. How can one believe in the imminent return of the Lord Jesus Christ and plan for ministry in the twenty-first century. I believe in the soon return of Christ. I believe that I am living in the generation that will see His return. Jesus said: “Now learn a parable of a fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth for leaves, ye know that the summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know ye it is near, even at the doors” (Matthew 24:32,33)

  The signs of the times indicate that the coming of the Lord is at hand. But He has told us, “occupy until I come” (Luke 19:13). “Hold fast that thou has already til I come” (Rev. 2:25). “Blessed is the servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find him so doing” (Matthew 24:46). This is the blessed hope of the church that is the foundation of Pentecost. So in the light of His return, we look to the future of Pentecost. Pentecost is not just a twentieth-century phenomenon as some would think, but Pentecost has been with us twenty centuries, and today, we are experiencing a resurgence of the first-century outpouring. Annually, in excess of 25 million Pentecostals are added to the body of Christ. There are now more than one-half billion Pentecostals in the world, and given the present growth, if it is maintained there will be more than one billion Pentecostals in the world before 2020. 

   The Christian History magazine calls Pentecostalism “the most explosive Christian movement of the twentieth century. Harvey Cox, a well-known Harvard theologian, says, “Pentecostalism is reshaping religion in the twentieth first century.” But as we embark upon the twenty-first century, what does it hold for Pentecostals? What will be the ministry of the Pentecostals in the twenty-first century?

THE CHURCH MUST BE PENTECOSTAL

  God is at work building His Church. His church is Pentecostal. Please understand me. This is not a narrow, sectarian statement. I am saying that wherever the church fulfills the standards of Scripture fully, Pentecost ensues. This is seen in many of the modern-day revivals.  Regardless of their labels, denomination or movement, those who receive the fulness of God manifest the gifts of the Spirit and worship God in spirit and in truth.

The New Testament first-century church was a Pentecostal church. 

  In light of this, we must guard the Pentecostal flame and let it burn. The Apostle Paul told Timothy to fan the flame and keep it burning (2 Tim 1:6, AMP). Pentecost is a hot dish. It cannot be served cold. Some Pentecostals have become nominal-Pentecostal in name only. Others who claim Pentecost have abandoned its standards, forgetting from whence they came. The Galatians were guilty of this, Paul reminded them by asking: “Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh”? (Galatians 3:3). They had once totally relied on the Spirit, but had begun to lean on the things of the flesh for their progress--man, means, money, mechanics, methods, etc. 

  The Pentecostal revival will die when the Spirit is not given preeminence. The Spirit must be Lord of our operation. He must be the Administrator of our affairs. He must be Co-counselor of all of our procedures. It is only  the Spirit who profits. The flesh profits nothing (John 6:63). There is no such thing as a dead Pentecostal. If you are dead, you are no longer a Pentecostal. The church at Sardis (Rev. 3:1) had a name of being alive, but was dead. The message of Pentecost must not be compromised. It must not be diluted. The believers of the New Testament Church were flaming messengers and tireless workers. They lived the poetry that they sang. They made such an impact upon their society that they were called “those that turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). They spoke the Word of God with boldness and there was no vacillation in their message. Their voice was positive, and their resolve was backed with their lives. That is the only kind of Pentecost that will reach our world. So the church must be thoroughly Pentecostal to make an impact in the twenty-first century.

THE SUPERNATURAL MUST ACCOMPANY ITS MESSAGE

  The manifestation of the supernatural was not the exception in the first-century church, but rather the norm. “God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul” (Acts 19:11) which implies that miracles were common place and the norm for the church, but on occasions there were special miracles. The apostle Paul said: “Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God,...I have fully preached the gospel of Christ” (Rom. 15:19). The ministry of the supernatural is deeply rooted in the life and teachings of Christ. Signs and wonders accompanied His message to confirm it. Jesus told His disciples that “As the father has sent me, even so send I you.” He was telling them literally, let you ministry be like mine. He gave them assurance that power would be available  to accomplish the task. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to my Father” (John 14:12).  Let us notice again what the apostle Paul said--that is was through mighty signs and wonders by the Spirit of God that he fully preached the gospel of Christ. The supernatural confirms the preaching of the Word. Miracles and wonders do not occur to satisfy the curiosity of observers. The people heard the gospel, saw a demonstration of its power before their eyes, and they believed. This was seen so graphically in the message of the layman, Philip. He went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ. “And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed” (Acts 8:6,7). Notice that the people saw miracles in response to the preaching of the Word. Unclean spirits cried out and came out of those who were possessed protesting. Some shaking with palsies were calmed. others lamed stood upright. This was the pattern of the New Testament ministry. “And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, confirming the word with signs following (Mark 16:20). The secret to their success was that the Lord was working with them. They were laborers together with God. God never fails, and when we work with Him, success is inevitable. A miracle ministry can in no way be connected with commercialization, personal gain, self promotion, or the gaining of favor. Simon the Sorcerer tried to commercialize the message, but Peter called his effort the gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity. When miracles are performed in connection with the ministry of the Word, ministers are often regarded as gods (Acts 14:11), or those who have personal powers (Acts 3:12) to perform such acts. Some have succumbed to this temptation and have lost their power and brought shame to the ministry.

  Notice the point again--the supernatural must accompany our message. The Word is preeminent. There is nothing more important than the Word. There is nothing that can take its place--not revelation, vision, prophecy--nothing can be added to it or be taken from it. It stands alone as the Word of God. It never fails. It will never pass away. It will not return void. It is forever settled in the heavens. it is the power of God unto salvation, and when preached by the power of the Holy Spirit and confirmed by the supernatural, nothing can stand before it. It is invincible. 

  Hear this, you Pentecostals, if we are going to make an impact upon the twenty-first century, the Word of God must be fully preached, accompanied y the miraculous, and anointed by the Holy Ghost. And the Word must have its rightful place in the church.

THE EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD MUST BE ITS PASSION

  God ordained that the Pentecostal would reach the world with the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. According to Jesus Christ, the one supreme qualification for world evangelization is the baptism in the Holy Ghost. Jesus commanded His disciples not to leave Jerusalem until they had been endued with power from on high. American Express has a slogan for its credit card holders: “ Don’t leave home without it.” And Jesus was saying to His disciples: “DOn’t leave Jerusalem without the baptism in the Holy Ghost.” This power was not just to perform miracles and to do wonders, but this power was to make them witnesses unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8). From Jerusalem to the farthest part of the earth. This is the importance that Jesus Christ placed upon the Pentecostal experience in world evangelization. The book of Acts of the Apostles portrays an exciting story of the first-century church evangelizing the world. It was a church of the streets, the market places, or wherever the people were. They didn’t wait for the people to come to them, but they went to the people. They were driven by the power of the Holy Spirit with a passion to reach the lost. Evangelism to them was not a protracted meeting or a seasonal effort. It was a daily passion. “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart (Acts 2:46). “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42). Evangelism and sharing their faith was their way of life. They were living epistles, read and known of all men and loved not their lives unto death. 

  There was one all-consuming passion, and that was the world must hear the message of Jesus Christ. Evangelism was not a department of the church. It was the church. It was the heartbeat of the church. It existed for this reason. In two centuries , the New Testament church covered the known world with the gospel of Jesus Christ and Christianized the world. This was done without radio, television, information highway, computers, or any other human aid. it was done by the power of Pentecost. From mouth to mouth, heart to heart, and house to house, the entire world was reached in two centuries. This is a demonstration of the passion of the New Testament church. 

  The twenty-first century must be faced with the same passion and zeal. The challenge will be one of gigantic proportions--reaping the end time harvest. The devil knows that his time is short and he will not release hid prisoners without struggle. He will unleash all of his forces against the church, and it will take Pentecostal power to overcome him. nothing but power evangelism will produce results. Total reliance on the Spirit must be the order of the day.

  The Word of God says: “Now the Spirit speaking expressly, that in the later times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1). “ But evil men and seducers shall wax worse, deceiving, and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13).  The twenty-first century will be a day of feverish activity of evil spirits, doctrines of devils, proliferation of cults, and false religions and psychics. Thank God we do not have to conform to these forces, for greater is he that is in us than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4). “So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him” (Isaiah 59:19). We have the equipment to war against him. And it is time declare war against Satan and his power. However, we must realize that when we attack Satan;s kingdom persecution will be evident (2 Timothy 3:12). Throughout the world there is mounting persecution against true Christians. Wherever we have seen revival and growth in times past, Satan has exercised himself against the church. As the New Testament church was severely persecuted by the forces of hell, the church will be greatly persecuted during the twenty-first century as it attacks Satan to rescue the perishing and pull them out of the fire (Jude 23). We must combat evil spirits with the power of the Holy Spirit, and doctrines of devils with sound doctrine, the proliferation of cults and false religions with gifts of the Spirit and the discerning of Spirits.       

WE MUST TARGET THE IMPOVERISHED AREAS OF THE EARTH AND CONCENTRATE ON TAKING THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR

  As the church ages there is the danger of relying on organization, institution, and structure for growth. Such as the church at Laodicea, which felt that it had need of nothing. The church is satisfied to become a middle-class institution where the poor are forgotten in some cases and are are no longer welcome in others. But if our ministry is to be like that of Christ, the poor must be of prime importance. One of the characteristics of Christ’s ministry was “the poor have the gospel preached unto them” (Matthew 11:3). While John the Baptist was in prison, he heard of the works of Christ and sent two of his disciples to inquire if He was the Christ that should come. The answer of Christ was: “God and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the and the poor have the gospel preached to them” (Matt. 11:4,5). Christ classified preaching to the poor with all of the great miracles of His ministry. Christ said that he was “sent to preach the gospel to the poor” (Luke 4:18). The common people heard Christ gladly. Eighty-seven percent of the Pentecostals have been classified as impoverished. So one  can readily see that there is a great evangelistic opportunity among the poor. One out of ever five people on the earth on in the category of poor. Two out of every five are considered malnourished. This means that about 1.2 billion people are considered poor people. What a responsibility! What a harvest! While we would like to relive the poor through material blessings, it would be impossible for us to meet all of their material needs. On the other hand we can meet their spiritual needs, along with some of their material needs. It should be observed that while Pentecostal have not preached a social gospel as such, the gospel has had a tremendous social affect upon the poor. The gospel has brought about a redemption lift. Let us let the poor know that we are coming to them with a glorious gospel of redemption, and that they are welcome in to Pentecostal body of Christ.  

WORLD EVANGELIZATION IS IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT A STRATEGY TO REACH CITIES     

  The population of the world is now more urban than rural. People are moving to the cities in record numbers. In fact, the entire world is becoming urbanized. Sin has claimed our cities, and they have become a howling wilderness. In many cases the cities have been deserted by the church, but we must do a turnabout face and see the cities as the greatest marginalized, sin-ridden, hell-bent, judment-bound souls. In the cities are millions of abandoned children who live  on the streets in boxes, under bridges, and who are untutored, untaught and undisciplined. Unless the church evangelize these children tomorrow will be one of anarchy and chaos. The twenty-first century must a time for the church to return to the city, and weep over the lost as Jesus wept over Jerusalem. May God save us in this growing plague.  

THE WORLD CANNOT BE REACHED WITHOUT A GREATER ROLE OF LAITY IN EVANGELIZATION. 

  Lay men and women must be discipled and developed to join hand in hand with the pulpits of the world to reach on a day to day basis a desperate and drowning society. The church must be viewed as a “kingdom of priests” who show forth praises unto Him who called us out of darkness unto the marvelous light. There must be a new sense of mission, a passion which drives men from their comfort zones to herald a message of redemption. The zeal of the Lord’s House (John 2:17) must consume us, and a passion for the lost must dominate us. 


