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PRAYER   AS   THE   KEY   TO   VITALITY

A California banker told a group of clergymen that his bank had altered its lending policy toward churches, because he believed that the church was a dying institution and in a short time would cease to exist.  This may by the figment of his imagination for the fevered opinion of an atheistic brain, but it does give us insight into the thinking of those who are observing the church activities of this generation.  Everywhere there are signs of decay as death creeps stealthily upon the church, but those of us who know that the mission of the true Church is deathless must cling to prayer as the key to vitality.

We have seen once vibrant churches reduced to little more than social organizations.  Once they were an evangelical force in our society, but now the members are pale and anemic and have been inoculated with a mild form of religion which makes them immune to old-time religion.  These churches died because they organized but failed to agonize.  They trusted in diplomacy in the place of dedication.  They endeavored to accomplish in the flesh what they once accomplished through the Spirit.  They put their faith in programs instead of prayer.  Consequently, they lost the key to vitality.

There is no magic formula for a vital church, but there is a simple Bible key which will open the door of life for any church.  The key is so simple that it is overlooked in the search for complex programs to deal with complex problems.  God does not rain His Spirit upon machinery but upon men.  The outpouring of the Spirit is the response of God to throbbing, dedicated hearts who commune with Him in prayer.  As the breath of the human soul, prayer is the key to vitality; and when the church is short of breath, it is because it has resorted to the wrong program for its life and strength.  
The Holy Ghost made His advent upon the early church in a prayer meeting (Acts 1:14).  The early disciples continued steadfastly in prayers.  When problems arose, they “went to their own company” and started a prayer meeting (Acts 4:23, 24).  They left these prayer services with lion like boldness and became an irresistible force for evangelism in their communities.  Their prayers shook prison gates ajar and made charter members out of a jailer’s family and the inmates.  They prayed and city officials trembled, deputies believed, prisoners of faith were released, disciples multiplied, and the people stood by in amazement.  The world looked upon this praying band and wondered whereunto their church would grow.  It was vibrant; it was alive---because they believed in prayer.

God has not changed His program for the church in this day.  He is looking for someone to stand in the gap and to make up the hedge before Him that He might do His wondrous works even in this production-centered society.  Programs are not the answer.  Some churches have more programs than they can implement.  Organization is not the answer.  In some quarters, the church has become fat and muscle-bound with over-organization, and in most places you can find more committees than you can find commitment.

What then is the answer to this perplexing problem perceived by the California banker?  Prayer is the answer.  Earnest, persevering, persistent prayer is the key to spiritual vitality.  Recently a man endeavoring to encourage a friend said to him, “Pull yourself up, at least as far as your knees.”  My advice to the church is “Let us pull ourselves up, at least as far as our knees and see what can be done through a rediscovery of prayer as the key to vitality.
Ray H. Hughes

