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PRAYER   PARTNERS
All successful leadership must be undergirded with prayer. There is no man sufficient of himself, and only as he leans upon God can he give spiritual leadership to the people. 

 What measure of success that I have enjoyed in the work of the church must be attributed, in a great measure, to prayer. Hundreds of people over the country have joined me in revival campaigns and other efforts, and through the prayers of the people, I have seen the handiwork of God time and again. I have observed those who are successful in the work of the Lord, and they have been men of prayer who were guided by the Spirit.

 Prayerlessness is possibly the greatest sin of the church today. “The great tragedy of life is not unanswered prayer but unoffered prayer” (F.B. Meyer). We receive not because we ask no. The prayerlessness of both ministers and members is seen in the powerlessness of the church. While a world waits at our feet, as the lame man at the gate called Beautiful expecting to receive something of us we are void of power because of prayerlessness.

 The lack of revival and the increase in worldliness in our churches are in direct proportion to the neglect of prayer and fasting. When the church falls on its face in prayer, God has promised to hear from heaven, to forgive sin, and to heal. This is the only panacea for our problems. Prayer does still change things.

 When one reads the epistles of Paul, he is made conscious of the emphasis that Paul placed on prayer. Some of the most beautiful and meaningful prayers were offered by him for the people under some of the most adverse of circumstances. I invite you to read these prayers and receive the benefits: Colossians 1:9-12, Ephesians 1:15-23, Ephesians 3:14-21, Philippians 1:9-11. These were the prison prayers of Paul. You will notice that he did not pray as a defeated man but as one who knew what prayer could do. He assured the Philippians that prayer would deliver him from prison, “For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:19).
 The Apostle Paul not only prayed for others but earnestly requested prayer for himself. In face, he is the only New Testament writer who requested prayer for himself, and he did it often. This points up his utter dependence upon God. In writing to the Romans he said, “Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me” (Romans 15:30). Another version expresses it, “Join me in praying fervently to God for me.”

 He knew the power of collective prayer, and for this reason he solicited prayers of others to undergird his ministry. He could always be assured that a volley of prayer was going up to God on his behalf. Therefore, he took courage. He requested prayer of the Thessalonians: “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you” (2 Thessalonians 3:1). In this prayer request he asked them to pray that God’s Word might have free course, that the Word might be made glorious and that he might not be hindered in the gospel work.

 He also requested prayer of the Colossians: “Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak” (Colossians 4:3, 4). In this prayer request he was concerned about an open door of utterance for his ministry that he might speak the mystery of Christ and that he might make Christ manifest.
 Although Paul was a profound minister, he felt the need for prayer that he might open his mouth boldly. Men can only make known the mystery of the gospel as they are anointed to reveal that mystery. Prayer is an absolute essential to the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

 He also requested prayer of the Corinthians: “Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf” (2 Corinthians 1:11). Literally, he is saying “co-operate in your prayers for us; helping and laboring together with us.”

 These are days in which the church faces gigantic problems as well as a tremendous challenge. But while we are searching for solutions to the problems and for innovative and creative ways of meeting the challenge, we must never forget that the New Testament Church went out from their prayer chambers in a blaze of glory, and informal missionaries-laymen of the church-literally changed the course of their times. If the church is to make an impact upon the world, we must approach our task in the same manner. Therefore, let us pray for: (1) God to endow us with special administrative gifts; (2) God to make us instruments of revival; (3) God to awaken the membership of the Church of God to total lay involvement in outreach; and (4) God to send a churchwide revival of righteousness. 
 Such is my prayer request today. 

Ray H. Hughes

