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PENTECOSTAL SINGING

One of the first recollections that I have of a Pentecostal service was a meeting which I attended as a lad.  The place of worship was an old, abandoned fire hall in Akron, Ohio.  The singing and the manner in which the people sang made a tremendous impact upon me.  The singing was spiritual, and the singers were totally uninhibited.  They sang with such zest, and their countenances simply radiated the glory of Christ.

As they sang, their voices seemed to lose their mortal tones, and they became enraptured and were wafted to heavenly heights through the Spirit.  They sang, “When the Roll Is Called up Yonder” as though they had no doubt of their names being on that roll.  They sang “O, I Want to See Him” as though they expected to see Him any moment.  This was my introduction to Pentecost.

Since the early outpourings of Pentecost, the singing of Spirit-filled people has been an outstanding feature of Pentecostal worship.  The Apostle Paul described this singing as “speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”  (Ephesians 5:19).
There is a danger of our churches forgetting the power and the attractiveness that comes through the spontaneity of Pentecostal singing.  Much of today’s singing is polished and well-arranged, but it is also woefully lacking in spirit.  Not only is it lacking in spirit, it is also lacking in content.  The lyrics are arranged in a rhythmic fashion so as to create certain emotional responses without real meaning.  Trite and meaningless lyrics and rhymes put together for the sake of music and for the sake of pleasing the fancies of carnal singers and audiences do a great disservice to the gospel of Christ.

True Pentecostal singing is not the concert type on the entertainment level.  Pentecostal singers are not performers but worshipers.  With Pentecostal singing there is no performer-spectator relationship.  The body of Christ is totally involved, whether the singing be by individual, by a choir, or by a congregation.

While I am pleased with the excellent singing of our well-trained choirs, I am anxious that we all be made keenly conscious that many churches which depended upon this type of singing only have long since lost their attractiveness.  There must be a place for congregational participation in every service.  There must be a place for spontaneous outbursts of choruses and songs when the Spirit envelops a congregation.

Spiritual singing not only inspires the body of Christ and attracts sinners; it is also a means of glorifying God.  Howard A. Goss aptly describes the congregational singing of the early Pentecostals: “It was generally not the conventional church-hymn singing of that era….It could have been most aptly described scripturally as a ‘joyful sound.’ “He further said, “They exploded.  Every particle of their being was poured into worship as they sang.  Nothing slowed them down nor did their leaders attempt to curb them.”
Let us not forget those simple Pentecostal worship distinctives that have made a unique force in evangelical circles.
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