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PEACE

Distinguished Presidium and participants, I am signally honored to be invited to this conference for dialogue on the subject of “Peace.”  Peace is a global problem and a concern for all people of the world.

The endorsement of this conference by your honorable president Nicolae Ceausescu is an expression of a desire for peace.  The interest shown for the cause of peace by the Director of the Department of Cults, Dr. John Popescu is also commendable.

It is evident to me that both the secular and religious leaders of Romania have taken the initiative to be on the cutting edge in their guest for peace.  May the God of peace give you guidance on this journey.

Special greetings are extended to your on behalf of the Church of God with approximately 15,000 Pentecostal churches in 107 countries throughout the world.  Pentecostals of all groups now number more than sixty million worldwide.  I have visited in more than 100 countries, and I can testify that Pentecostals are a great force for peace.

In recent years I have observed with keen interest the proposed political ideologies and solutions to the world’s ills, but I must confess to you that I see no political solution on the horizon.  I have the highest esteem for those officials who struggle with plans and programs of peace.  Their hopes have been shattered once and again.
Let us all join in the fulfillment of the biblical injunction to pray for all men, and for all that are in authority that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life…”  (I Timothy 2:1-2).

Many aspects of the question of peace have been addressed very adequately by foregoing speakers, so for a few brief moments I wish to focus attention on the Biblical perspective of peace.

The Bible holds the answer to the ills of all mankind everywhere.  It also has a formula for peace.

The central figure of the Bible is Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:7) who came to this earth to bring peace on earth and good will toward men.  The angels made this announcement at his birth (Luke 2:14). God sent His word unto us preaching peace by Jesus (Acts 10:36).  Holy Scripture says that Jesus Christ is our peace (Ephesians 2:14). He made costly provision for us to live in peace-peace through the blood of the cross.  (Colossians 1:20).
As followers of Jesus Christ we have the solemn responsibility to fulfill his mission.  He said to his disciples “Peace be unto you; as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.”  (John 20:21).  In other words, let your mission be as mine.

So the task now lies with us to bring peace to humankind.  In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers” (Matthew 5).  But peace cannot be affected in the world until it is first experienced in our hearts.  The prophet Isaiah addressed this question in these words, “Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou hast also wrought all our works in us.”  (Isaiah 26:12).
Men of pride, greed, and hate cannot bring peace to others for they have no knowledge of real peace.  “The way of peace they have not known.”  “For there is no peace saith my God to the wicked.”  Their cry for peace is mere rhetoric for political advantage and has no substance.

So then, peace is more than an armistice, the absence of war as the reduction or abolition of arms, it is a right relationship with God and with our fellowmen.  A vertical relationship with God guarantees a horizontal relationship with our fellowmen.  It is upon this foundation that peace can be established.  “The Lord will bless his people with peace”.  This is a promise of God.

This foundation provides the basis for understanding.  The Scripture also informs us that “Peace passes all understanding”, (Philippians 4:7).  Much of our difficulty as nations comes from the lack of understanding each other.  For this reason the lines of communication should always be kept open.

In pursuit of peace let us look to the following considerations:

I. Follow after things which make for peace.  This consideration is a scriptural command.  (Romans 14:19).  Every pursuit of mankind must be in the direction of peace.  Seek peace and pursue it.  (Psalms 34:14).
This is not always easy.  It requires perseverance on the part of all of us.  When the cause of peace is not served by our actions, let us abandon them.  Prayers and intercessions to God for all men, especially those in authority, must be the order of the day.
II. Secondly, we must create a climate of mutual understanding.  We all must become instruments of peace.  The Bible also speaks to this issue.  “If it be possible, as much as lieth within you, live peaceably with all men, “(Romans 12:18).

A recognition of cultural differences and respect for the worth and dignity of man and his human rights will aid us in this pursuit.  Mutual understanding will generally provide the necessary flexibility for cooperative experiences.

III. New levels of confidence must be attained.  There is a confidence crisis throughout the world.  It is mistrust born of greed for power and political advantage that continues to plague us.  The pride of our hearts must be conquered, because it is pride that goes before destruction.  The level of confidence can be raised only as men seek to fulfill the golden rule.  (Matthew 7:12).
So my friends the solution lies within us.  When peace becomes our private agenda and not just public rhetoric and when we are willing to sacrifice to bring about peace, we will learn war no more.

Let us all use our collective genius to fulfill the will of God for all men which will bring the day of which Isaiah prophesied “And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”  (Isaiah 2:4).

And I leave with you a benediction of peace.

“Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen.
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