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OLD -FASHIONED  PRAYER  MEETING

What has happened to the old-fashioned prayer meeting in the local churches? In many places the prayer meeting has been combined with another service or discontinued because of a waning interest among the members. This tendency is so unlike the New Testament church which “continued steadfastly in prayers.”
 There is no more important service in any local church than the prayer service. Observe the churches which were one time revival churches, fundamental in belief and practice, and you will notice that their decline in power and spiritual effectiveness corresponded with their de-emphasis of the prayer meeting. No doubt many pastors and congregations rationalize to satisfy themselves in the discontinuance of this service.

 Some churches have become so enamored by numbers that they have come to believe that their strength is in numbers and have, therefore, forsaken the prayer meeting for a type of gathering that will attract more people. At this point we must learn from the Word-“For there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few” (1 Samuel 14:6). 

 Every church should have a service set aside where the people can gather for nothing but to pray and to share their testimonies. A devotional meeting of this nature provides spiritual strength that no other service can provide. It is actually the powerhouse of the dynamo of the church. Churches which have been known as great churches were ones which placed great emphasis upon the prayer meeting. They produced mothers in Israel and fathers in Zion who knew how to intercede, supplicate, and prevail with God. When a church tarries at the altars together, there is a blending and unifying spirit which makes them a force for God that is unexcelled. It is such a simple service that those who are not spiritually perceptive will discount its value and minimize its importance.

 At this point we would do well to take a lesson from the early church which gave itself to corporate prayer. There are those seasons when we must hide ourselves in the secret closet of God in private prayer and devotion to Him. But his is not the total program of prayer. The early church met often in groups to pray and to seek God for their needs and for a solution to their problems. The church was in prayer in the Upper Room, one hundred twenty strong, when the Holy Ghost descended upon it. They were actually endued and empowered while engaged in a prayer meeting!
 If the church is to maintain that level of spirituality, the prayer meeting must continue. When the church was faced with persecution and what seemed to be insurmountable difficulties, they called a prayer meeting and “lifted up their voice to God with one accord” (Acts 4:24). As a result of this prayer meeting, “the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul” (Acts 4:31, 32).  I am persuaded that the same results will ensue through fervent prayer meetings today.

 Give me a band of praying saints and I’ll not worry about crowds, finances, or any other area of the church work. When the church again stresses the prayer service, all other services in the church will feel the impact and the other activities of the church will gain momentum.
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