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NEW   PATTERNS   OF   EVANGELISM

One of the lifelong burdens of my ministry has been to reach the sprawling cities with the full gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They must be reached and, if they are to be reached, some new patterns of evangelism must be established.

It is evident that some approaches to evangelism in big cities have not been productive, but there is always the element of fear in change.  Tradition becomes so sacred to most of us that it sometimes is as binding as the cardinal doctrines of the church.

So this is not a call for change in doctrine or message but a call for change in method.  The message will always be up-to-date, but methods must change to keep abreast of the times.

The church must match itself with the complexities of the city-dominated culture.  The Christian rural-past is possible gone forever, never to return.  And, for the most part, the rural methods will not work in the city setting.  Facilities are seldom available, the habits of the people dictate a difference, the city authorities are not always sympathetic, and many other problems make city evangelism different from evangelism in rural areas.

To point up just one problem of city evangelism, 5000,000 apartments are being constructed each year in city centers and these high-rise apartments-homes in the sky, or vertical villages—are inhabited by people who cannot be reached by ordinary methods.  For example, visitation in apartment complexes is often forbidden by law.  Therefore, these people must be reached by mail or through special programs in proximity to the apartments or within the apartment complex.

One approach to reaching these people is to use a church family within the apartment complex to conduct classes in a rented flat or recreation center provided by the establishment.

The city has often been called a “melting pot” for subcultures or ethnic groups, but this is not the case.  People who move into the cities have a tendency to form cultural cells and isolate themselves.  In order to reach the subcultures, it becomes necessary for church leaders to take up residence in these areas and spend time with the people in their setting.  Hit-and-run evangelism will not work.  We must go and stay.

The Apostle Paul was a city evangelist.  He was an apostle to the cities.  He spent eighteen months in Corinth.  He was three and one-half years in Ephesus, working largely with a training program and indoctrinating converts who would saturate the city and surrounding territory with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Cities will be reached by Christians dedicated to them and willing to spend their time with the people.  The people must know that the Christians care.  A “professional” type of evangelism will fail.

The New Testament Church was known as a people which “filled Jerusalem with…(their) doctrine”  (Acts 5:28) and “turned the world upside down”  (17:6).  The New Testament Church affected the cities of their day and caused no small stir everywhere they went.  This was done without modern transportation, without modern means of communication, and without financial underwriting.  Their ministry was an outflow of an infilling.

If the cities of our day are to be reached, we must revive the basic approach used in New Testament times.
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