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MOVING CHURCH MEMBERS

Each year, millions of people change residence in the United States.  This nation continues to become more mobile as each year passes.  You may wonder why this shifting population gives me concern.  The reason is that the relocation of its members has tremendous implications for the maintenance and growth of the Church.

People who are uprooted from a settled existence and thrust into an area where they have no friends or church connections often become detached from the church.  Therefore, constant contact with moving church families is essential to the maintenance of the church.

When members move from a church, leaders should be diligent in offering assistance.  The attitude of the local pastor can greatly determine the attitude of the moving members concerning their responsibility to the church.  He should encourage them to transfer their membership and to support (and become totally involved in) the new church.  A self-centered pastor who attempts to hold the membership and support of moving members to his church may contribute to the backsliding of these members.  These moving members may send their support back to his church for a while, but because of the lack of involvement in the local church, they will soon be lost, both to his church and to the church in the new area where they are living.

Each moving family should be made to realize that they are the church in that city in there is no established church there.  They should understand that they are responsible to establish a place of worship when they move into an area that is unchurched.  This was the pattern that the early church followed.  Therefore, churches were begun in the homes of those who had been influenced by the gospel or wherever a place could be found.  This New Testament concept of the Christian mission should be the norm for all Christians.

There is a tendency among those who move to blame the church for not having a commodious place of worship.  If this had been the attitude of early Pentecostals, many of the areas which are now evangelized would be a howling wilderness.

Moving members should be active for the church wherever they move.
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