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MOTHERS   AND   DISCIPLINE

Napoleon said, “The future destiny of the child is always the work of the mother.”

There is possible no other person, including the minister and father, who wields so much influence in shaping the destiny of  this world as does the mother.  There are many influences which play a part in building the character of a child, but the nature of a mother’s relationship places her in the position of greater responsibility and accountability than anyone else.

I ask the mothers of today, “What kind of influence are you wielding upon your family?  What kind of influence do you have upon the world?  What kind of society will you bequeath to the next generation?”

A mother’s chief responsibility is to be the homemaker.  This is contrary to the pattern of the modern woman who is striving for status in society at the sacrifice of homelife.  One of her first and chief responsibilities is to her children.  In Titus 2:4, the Bible says, “That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children.”

There is no love on earth like a mother’s love.  No one is quite so understanding, so sympathetic, and so tender.  She attends to her children’s hurts, speedily forgives their wrongs, and forbears with all patience.  When a child is looking for tenderness and love, he calls upon the mother.

But does this injunction for a mother to love her children mean that there is to be an absence of discipline?  Does not God’s Word reveal in Revelation 3:19, that those whom he loveth, he chasteneth?  True discipline is a form of love.

Discipline is direction, guidance, and instruction.  This generation is living in a confused, frustrated, mixed-up world; and instruction is one of the greatest gifts that could be offered to the children of this day, for the Bible says in Proverbs 29:15 “…..a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.”

How many homes have been disgraced simply because parents, through what they call love, fail to restrain their children from evil and damaging influences.  Parents fear that if they discipline their children, they will frustrate them.  It is true that there are frustrations that accompany discipline; but the child is going to face numerous frustrations in life and when he faces the frustration of discipline and overcomes it, he will be better fitted for society.
The Bible states that this is God’s way of dealing with children.  This is God’s way of showing love for the child.  To coddle a child in wrong is to show hate for him and to pamper a child is to hurt him.  The Bible says, Proverbs 13:24, “He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him.”  The scripture links discipline with love.  Parents need not feel guilty about their restrictions, rigidness, and discipline simply because children rebel against them; for most children have a deep-seated appreciation for parents who have enough concern for them to lovingly administer discipline.

The final outcome of such discipline can usually be couched in the words of Solomon, “Her children arise up, and call her blessed” (Proverbs 31:28).

