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MORE   FATHERS   LIKE   JOSHUA

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

What power and authority there are in those words!  I would to God that I could hear the fathers of our day making this declaration to all of the world.  These are the words of Joshua, the successor of Moses.

In this complex world of frustrated parents, confused children, broken homes, moral bankruptcy, and shattered ideals, we need more fathers like Joshua, fathers who speak not only for themselves, but for their families also.

In this materialistic day, fathers have come to believe that the main requirement for a good father is to provide for the creature comforts of life for his family.  So, in pursuit of these material advantages, he neglects his most important responsibilities.  It is impossible for a man to be a good father without taking Jesus Christ as his partner.  This Joshua did.  He didn’t call upon his family to do something that he himself would not do.  Joshua’s acceptance of the Lord was an unconditional surrender.  He resolved to serve God regardless of what others did.  His words to the congregation were, “Choose you this day whom ye will serve” (Joshua 24:15).

The father should be God’s priest in the home, giving direction and guidance to all of its activities.  Unsaved fathers can never build strong homes.  Their ideals, morals, and thinking are contrary to the pattern of God.  One who is unsaved is in darkness, blind, and cannot see to lead his family in the paths of righteousness.

My friend, I have come to the conclusion that our main problem is not the youth but our adults---the fathers and mothers of our day.  Many fathers and mothers have betrayed their children in this generation.  They have failed to make Christ the head of their home.  How can we blame youngsters who are ashamed of their mothers and feel that their fathers do not represent honorable manhood?  No home can be sound unless it is built on a strong foundation of moral fortitude.  A lack of proper moral training may sear the conscience to such a degree that man’s ultimate end will be misery and death.  There can be no strong moral fiber in the nation unless man binds himself to God.
In light of this, Dad, will you say as Joshua said, “As for me, I will serve the Lord”?  There is no other way out of your dilemma, for Christ said, “I am the way.”  Remember, Dad, there is not one standard for you and another for your children.  Children are great imitators and they model after their elders.  For this reason parents should conduct themselves as they would like for their children to act.  In their children they will see a reflection of themselves.  Yes, we need more dads like Joshua who will not only make personal decisions for themselves, but will also be instrumental in saving their household.  For Joshua said, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”  (Joshua 24:15).  He did not say, “I without my household,” but he said, “I and my household will serve the Lord.”

Dad, I am calling upon you to get tough with yourself.  Stop judging yourself by the man across the street or your associates at work.  Quit governing your life by expedience.  Ask yourself, “Am I the father I ought to be or have I betrayed my children?”

We need more fathers like Joshua who will take their children to church and become interested in the house of God.  In Exodus 33:11 Scripture says that Joshua “departed not out of the tabernacle.”  He didn’t send his children to church as the majority of the people do today; he took them to church.  He set a worthy example before the children by regular attendance at the house of God.

We need more fathers like Joshua who will build a family altar.  The Word of god says in Joshua 8:30-32 that Joshua built an altar unto the Lord God in Israel and he wrote upon the stones a copy of the Law of Moses.  One of the greatest deterrents to regular family worship is the lack of time.  The devil is the taskmaster of distraction and will steal your time.  Time for family worship will not present itself; it must be made.  Notice, Joshua wrote the Law of Moses upon these stones which he had erected for an altar.  The Word of God must be part and parcel of your family life, for it serves as a blueprint and a pattern of life.

Fathers, Joshua speaks to you out of a noble life---a life that was noble in its beginning and noble in its ending.  He says, “Choose you this day whom ye will serve.”  Choose for yourself and for your family.  Make Christ the head of your home. 
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