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MAJOR   CITY   EVANGELISM
 Christian leaders need to target major cities and to devise plans whereby these cities may be reached with the full gospel message. 

 This goal can be accomplished through (1) planting new churches, (2) launching special crusades, and (3) creating an awareness of big city principles of church growing. 

 The church must go where the people are and remain there until the people are won. But before we can go, there must be a vision for these population centers.

 When Jesus saw the multitudes, He had compassion upon them, and we will never have compassion until we see them; therefore, vision is a principal ingredient for reaching our major cities with the gospel. How we see the cities will determine what we do about them.

 When Jesus saw the multitudes, He was moved, He was not moved to tears, He was moved to action. He communicated the magnitude of the harvest. He said it was plenteous. He challenged workers by bringing to their attention that the laborers are few. He called for cooperation to petition the Lord of the Harvest to send forth workers into the harvest.

 Basically, the reaching of our cities is a spiritual problem. When we are able to see people through the eyes of Jesus Christ, we will see them as souls and, both individually and collectively, we will want to go where the souls are.

 The danger and evil which are in the great cities of the world create an anticity attitude among Christians. In addition to the danger which lurks in the city, there are many other barriers to evangelism. The cost of housing, the scarcity of land, restrictions, and many other complexities cause us to avoid the city.
 Because of the many barriers which exist, the penetration of cities requires a special type of person or persons.  This type of evangelism can only be done by people who are burdened for the masses of people and are willing to make the necessary sacrifice to fulfill the challenge. Again I reiterate that the major problem in reaching cities is a spiritual problem.

 If our cities are to be reached, there must be a change in the concept of ministry. Those who are looking for a comfortable pew or pulpit must be touched again in order to see the harvest clearly. Where there is a burden for souls and for reaching the cities, the means and methods will be discovered. Those things which seem to be impenetrable barriers melt before the eyes of burdened man. He looks not at the barriers but at the people and their needs. 

 In the midst of the blight of materialism and the cry for comfort, I am praying of Christ: “Send forth laborers into the harvest.” Give us men to stand in the gap and make up the hedge so that the people of our land will not be destroyed.
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