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When the apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Corinthians dealing with the experience of tongues, lest they should interpret his message as speaking disparagingly of the gift, he stated his desire that all would speak with tongues (1 Corinthians 14:5).

  In effect he was saying, “I am not negative about tongues, but there are certain regulations that I am bringing to your attention.” In fact, interspersed throughout his discourse, he expressed this positive attitude toward speaking with tongues.

  Paul told the believers to “desire spiritual gift” (1 Corinthians 13:1), and speaking with tongues is one of the nine gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10. Paul also indicated that those who speak in tongues are speaking to God and not to man (1 Corinthians 14:2). “He that speaketh in an unknown tongues edifieth himself” (v.4). Verse 5 contains the basis for this article, “I would that ye all spake with tongues.”

  In this same verse Paul also compared prophecy and speaking with tongues, and he ranked prophecy as the greater gift. Paul implied that some gifts are greater than others, for he said, “Covet earnestly the best gifts” (12:31). However, when tongues are interpreted, the gift is just as edifying as prophecy.

  Paul allowed for praying and singing in tongues. “If I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth...I will pray with the spirit...I will sing with the spirit” (14:14,15). When one speaks with tongues, he gives thanks well (v.17).

  Paul followed this statement by a declaration, “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all” (14:18). He was not saying here that he was multilingual (which he was); rather, he was testifying of his personal experience. In verse 21 he then called attention to the prophecy of Isaiah 28:11: “In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people.”

  Paul futher noted that tongues not only edify the believer but are given for a sign to the unbeliever as well. “wherefore tongues are for a sign...to them that believe not” (1 Corinthians 14:22).

  To interpret the regulations of Paul concerning speaking with tongues as an indication of a negative posture is to do injustice to Scripture. At no time did Paul say not to speak with tongues, but rather he made a strong statement at the conclusion of chapter 14: “Forbid not to speak with tongues.”

  In other word, “Observe the regulations and restrictions I have set forth, but forbid not to speak with tongues.” We must not forbid others to speak with tongues, but rather encourage them as did the apostle.

  There are some who go to great lengths to prove that Paul did not give the same prominence in Scripture to speaking with tongues that is given by Pentecostals today. These people observe that Paul wrote only to Corinth, the carnal church, about this experience; therefore, he did not highly regard the Lord’s Supper, because he mentioned it only in his Corinthian epistle. 

  I would also take issue with those who say Paul wrote only to the Corinthians about tongues. Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16, which mention “spiritual song,” are believed by many commentators, both Pentecostal and non-Pentecostal, to refer to singing in tongues. It is also the opinion of scholars that 1 Thessalonians 5:19, 20, “Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesying,” refers to the operation of spiritual gifts, and more particularly, speaking with tongues.

  Pulpit Commentary makes the following observation about 1 Thessalonians 5:19: “By the Spirit here is usually understood, miraculous gifts of the Spirit---speaking with tongues or prophesying; and it is supposed that the apostle here forbids the experience of these gifts being hindered or checked.”

  My answer to those who say that speaking with tongues is not set forth in all other Epistles and the Gospels is that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God. Was not Acts inspired by the Holy Spirit and therefore infallible? Why would there have to be further Scripture to validate this record? Is the theology of one portion of the Scripture more authentic than another? The answer is obvious. It must be recognized that God set “diversities of tongues” in the church (1 Corinthians 12:28). Church in this verse refers to the body of Christ and not just the church at Corinth.

  Some will admit that God placed tongues in the New Testament church, then contend that they are no longer operative because Paul said, “Tongues...shall cease” (13:8). An examination of this Scripture will readily reveal the time at which tongues shall cease. It will be at the same time that prophecies fail and knowledge vanishes away. This reference does not deal with the church age but with the coming of that which is perfect.

  We live in the age of “part,” and admittedly we do not have full knowledge, but when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. SO 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 is a positive statement for speaking with tongues as long as the church is in the world. 

  Paul had amplified this earlier by encouraging the Corinthians to “...Come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1:7). In that perfect age there will be no need for speaking with tongues. We shall be like Him and our knowledge will be unlimited. All things will be made new. 

  The question raised by Paul in 1 Corinthians 12:30 must be answered to dispel doubt about the availability of the experience of tongues for all believers. Without a doubt, Scripture substantiated that speaking in tongues accompanies the infilling of the Spirit. This is normative for all who receive the Holy Spirit baptism.   

  In three of of five examples, the Scriptures definitely state that the recipients spoke with tongues (Acts 2:10,44-48 and 19:2-6). In the other two cases, where speaking in tongues is not recorded, there were outward and observable signs when the Spirit baptism was received. 

  One should not struggle with the experience of Paul, since 1 Corinthians 14 declares that the apostle spoke in tongues more than all the Corinthians. And since those who received the Baptism in the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, at Cornelius’ household and at Ephesus spoke with tongues, I would submit that Paul received the experience also at his Holy Spirit baptism in Damascus. 

  For those who struggle with the experience of the Samaritians in Acts 8, I would point out that there was some physical manifestation accompanying the experience. it was evident to Simon the Sorcerer, because when he saw it, he offered money to purchase it. I believe that what Simon saw in Samaria was the same that the people of Jerusalem saw on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:33). 

  In addition to an outward observable sign in Samaria, the terminology used connotes a like experience to those of the household of Cornelius. The Samaritan record states, “For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name if the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost” (Acts 8:16, 17). At the household of Cornelius it is recorded, “While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning” (Acts 10:44; 11:15).

  Therefore, I would conclude that if they spoke with tongues when the Holy Spirit fell on them at the beginning (Pentecost) and when He fell on them at the household of Cornelius, they also spoke with tongues when He fell on them at Samaria. 

  Given this explanation, what did Paul mean by the question “Do all speak with tongues?” Unless we understand the difference between the gift of tongues as one of the nine spiritual gifts and speaking with tongues when one receives the gift of the Holy Spirit, there will be confusion.

  In 1 Corinthians 12-14 Paul was not dealing with the reception of the Spirit, but with the Spirit “dividing to every man [gifts] severally as He wills” (12:8-11). All do not have the “gift of tongues” as one of the nine gifts of the Spirit, but without exception those who received the fullness of the Spirit in the Book of Acts spoke with tongues. When Peter quoted Joel in Acts 2:16-21, it is evident he understood that this experience is to be poured out upon all flesh (v 17). 

  For clarification, let me repeat the the gift of tongues, or “divers kinds of tongues”, Is but one of the nine gifts administered by the Holy Spirit. But speaking with tongues in the Book of Acts is the initial announcement that the Spirit is come to aid believers in fulfilling the Great Commission.

  So with a great deal of earnestness, I want to join the apostle Paul in saying, “I would that ye all spake with tongues.”    


