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“I  WILL  POUR  OUT  OF  MY  SPIRIT  UPON   ALL   FLESH”
Twenty-four generations before the Day of Pentecost, Joel prophesied, “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out of my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out of my spirit” (Joel 2:28, 29).

Isaiah expressed it like this, “Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high” (Isaiah 32:15).

Zechariah expressed it in this fashion, “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace” (Zechariah 12:10).

But these men did not experience the outpouring of the Spirit.  They only prophesied of that day when the Spirit would be poured out upon all flesh.  Until the Day of Pentecost, the Spirit was not given but to a select few, according to the sovereign will of God.

The Spirit came upon Joseph, to perform special tasks (Genesis 41:38).

Bezaleel was filled with the Spirit of God to do a special work on the tabernacle (Exodus 31:2, 3).

The Spirit rested upon the Seventy Elders of Israel to give them guidance and instruction (Numbers 11:25).

The Spirit rested upon Joshua to magnify him for the leadership of the people (Numbers 27:18).
The Spirit of the Lord came upon judges to give them wisdom and understanding in directing the people (Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25, and 14:6).

The Spirit of the Lord came upon kings to give them wisdom to rule the people (I Samuel 11:6; I Samuel 16:13, 14).

A study of the Old Testament will reveal that the Spirit was reserved for special people, or for special groups of people, to whom God had assigned special tasks.  He moved upon them at times to meet emergencies, but He did not abide with them in the same manner as He does with us today.  Joel prophesied that the day would come that He would “pour out” His Spirit “upon all flesh”---not upon the spiritual aristocracy or elite only, but upon “all flesh”.  The outpouring of the Day of Pentecost was the beginning of the fulfillment of this prophecy.

Thank God, the baptism of the Spirit is no longer restricted to prophets, priests, and kings, but it is available to all flesh.

In his memorable sermon on the Day of Pentecost, Peter declared that the Spirit was no longer restricted to a certain class of people.  The Spirit is not restricted by sex, for both sons and daughters shall prophesy.  There is no restriction by age: “Your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.”  There is no restriction by social status:  the Spirit is poured out “upon servants and handmaids.”  The Spirit is given without respect to position.

It is the will of God for all believers to receive the fullness of the Spirit.  It is the inheritance of all believers.  The promise is to “as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39).  The fact that some prominent Christians have not received the baptism in the Holy Ghost is no argument against the availability of the experience.  “The promise is unto you, and to your children,” but faith must be appropriated to receive God’s promise.  The fact that He has promised to pour out His Spirit upon all flesh does not mean that there are no limitations to His promise.  He can only pour out His Spirit upon those who have met the Biblical requirements.
We live in a grand day when the Lord is pouring out His Spirit upon all who hunger and thirst after Him.

Ray H. Hughes

