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HOLINESS

Another trend in God’s church today is the trend away from holiness. A profession of the baptism of the Holy Ghost among people who make no claim to a life of holiness has raised a question in the minds of many who believe that holiness is essential to the experience of the Baptism.
 One magazine reports, concerning some new adherents to Pentecost: “This new movement has leaped over the boundaries that formerly contained its predecessor, the Holiness-Tongues movement, and is taking on a character of its own. In this respect, it resembles the English language which has ceased to be confined to England and has spread over the earth. In each place where it takes root, it develops features that pain the purist or teacher of the Queen’s English. So with this new movement- it now appears to be quite at home among church adherents who feel under no obligation to give serious heed to ‘holiness’ restrictions; for example, on the use of tobacco and alcohol or going to movies.”

 There is a reexamination of personal experience among many Pentecostals in the light of some neo-Pentecostals or new adherents to Pentecost, who evidently do not subscribe to holiness, yet seem to possess a crisis experience of the Baptism. Some have begun to rationalize that possibly certain traditional holiness restrictions are not as binding as they had thought. This attitude has caused a breakdown of conviction or a tolerance which makes allowances for a life pattern contrary to the Scriptures. 

 Others have become so enamored by the Holy Ghost being poured out upon “all flesh”- people of practically all denominations- that they fail to realize that Satan can take advantage of this grand occasion to cast doubt on the Pentecostal experience. It is obvious that all who profess the Baptism have not received the experience, because a consistent daily walk in holiness accompanies such an experience.

 Thank God! I believe He is doing a wonderful work in this last day, and I praise Him for all people who are paying the price for a deeper walk with God. However, we must judge all experiences by the Word. The traditional theological stance is that holiness is a prerequisite to the baptism of the Holy Ghost and a requirement to maintain a life in the Spirit.

 The baptism of the Holy Ghost is an enduement of power for service, and throughout the Scripture this experience is preceded by purity. The baptism of the Holy Ghost does not make one holy. One must be holy before he is baptized with the Spirit. The experience of the Holy Ghost is a witness to one’s sanctification (Hebrews 10:15).

 Holiness is the nature of God. He is glorious in holiness. He chose us to be holy (Ephesians 1:4). We are called to be saints (Romans 1:7). We are admonished to present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God (Romans 12:1). Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost. “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are” (1 Corinthians 3:17).

 It is unthinkable that the Holy Ghost would dwell in a temple that is unholy. A body controlled by lust and habits certainly could not be inhabited by the Holy Ghost. A valid experience of speaking with tongues, which is the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Ghost, is evidence that God has control of one’s life and that a person is yielded to Him. So let us make no mistake- the Holy Spirit is manifested only through holy vessels.
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