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Evangelism:  A   Job   for   Everyone

There is no position or place in the Church that exempts anyone from the work of evangelism. It strikes the pulpit and the pew at the same angle. Every Christian must be made to understand that the work of the ministry belongs to all Christians. We are all a kingdom of priests (Revelation 1:5, 1 Peter 2:5,9). Our ministry differs in degree only.
The first indication of a difference in the degree of ministry in the early church is given in Acts 6:4-6 where the early church chose seven deacons. These men were appointed to serve certain temporal needs of the church, but they did not confine their work to the common jobs. They performed “uncommon feats” in the power o f the Holy Ghost. Regardless of the degree of the ministries in the church, all are vitally important. There are no second-rate ministries. While God has set special ministries in the church for equipping and training workers, He has also called all believers to be deeply involved in His work. There is to be a total involvement. 

 The church is not a field in which to work, but a force with which to work. Therefore, all believers should perceive themselves as benefactors of the kingdom and not beneficiaries only. If the church is to make an impact upon this world, which is growing more pagan by the day, it must change from passivity to participation in evangelism. 

 There must be a change in the concept of the mission and the ministry of the church if the lost are to be reached. The church must not be perceived as just a place to go, but as a place from which to go and tell the story. In the days of the early church, every believer was a preacher of the gospel. “They were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles…they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word” (Acts 8:1, 4).
 Notice the exception – the laymen did not depend on the apostles to do all of the preaching. The rank and file did the work. The job of soulwinning was not left to the pulpit and to the professional preacher- and it was through this type of primitive evangelism that he church added to its number daily. There were such rapid and far-reaching results that even without the modern facilities of transit and the publication of the Word, the gospel went from person to person until it encircled the bounds of the Roman Empire. In one century, by the method of one-to-one evangelism, paganism was shaken to its center and the idol shrines were forsaken.

 If the church today would become totally involved in evangelism with all of its modern methods of transmitting the gospel, what a tremendous impact we could make upon the world! 
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