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Education

Americans, since the inception of their nation, have been education-conscious and that consciousness has grown until education is central to the American way of life.  This national concern for education is evidenced by the millions who attend school annually from the Head Start for preschoolers to continuing education for adults.  The increasing involvement of the federal government in education indicates that it is a primary concern of national leaders.  The concern for education does not stop at the borders of the United States of America, but it has become a worldwide concern.

If education is a concern of national and international leaders, it is even more a concern of the church.  In a great measure, Christianity is a teaching religion.  Its Founder was labeled “Teacher.”  Thirty-one times He was addressed as a teacher.  Two-thirds of His recorded public presentations were classified as teaching.  The Twelve to whom He announced the great Commission were disciples, or learners, whom He sent forth to teach others.  He told them to go and make learners of all nations, teaching them to do all He had instructed.  The burden of the Great Commission is teaching, which is basic in any program to win and conserve souls.

What of the Christian’s responsibility toward education in this time of the explosion of knowledge?  I am aware that the Christian is called upon to bear a double burden---taxation for public education and support for Christian education.

There must be enough interest in Christian education for Christians to make it a part of their budget, because Christian education cannot survive without more sacrificial support.  But are we willing for education to become totally secular?  The decision is with the Christian.  One may feel that his gift is so meager that it is worthless, but the Kingdom work has never been supported by great philanthropists with large contributions, but rather with the widows’ mites.  It is amazing what a cooperative effort generated out of concern can accomplish.
Cooperation in a financial drive, a contribution to the alumni program, etc., are all votes for the continuance and upgrading of Christian education.  Concerned Christians are including education in their wills.  They are interested in their ministry living on in some young man or woman.  Don’t let that which God has granted to you die with your death?  Arrange for it to minister after you are gone.

But our responsibility toward education does not end with financial support.  There is a need for moral and spiritual support as well.  Christians give moral support when they express proper attitudes toward education which could cause one to feel justified in constantly sounding a negative note.  On the other hand, we owe a debt of gratitude to those who have applied themselves and disseminated the light of knowledge to groping humanity, which benefits we all enjoy daily.

We can also give spiritual support to education by becoming involved in the promotion of church schools and in the promotion of community affairs of education.  Christian teachers in public schools have an excellent opportunity to make a spiritual impact upon their pupils.  No Christian can divorce the spiritual responsibility from his work.  This is especially true of educators.  Every teacher has some commitment; and what a teacher is, cannot be prevented from showing through.

I would urge all Christians everywhere to give their financial, moral, and spiritual support to education, and more especially to Christian education.
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