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DAYS OF THE SPIRIT

This is the age of the Spirit. The Prophet Joel labeled these days as “those days of my Spirit”. There have been other days when the Lord poured out His Spirit upon men, but in these days the Lord is pouring out the latter rain abundantly. Never in the history of man has there been such a time when there was an outpouring of the Spirit on the one hand and rank apostasy on the other. This is paradoxical, but it is nevertheless true of this day.
 Parallel, side by side, we are experiencing a latter-day outpouring and latter-day apostasy. Therefore, we must be alerted to certain trends in the Pentecostal world which, if not avoided, will bring shipwreck. One of these is a trend away from the Word. Amos prophesied of these days, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord”. (Amos 8:11) The Apostle Paul also warned us of this day in these words, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned into fables” (2 Timothy 4:3,4).

 The source of authority is the Word of God. It is the final authority for every true believer. No revelation, prophecy, or miracle can supersede the Word. No one has authority to establish doctrines not based upon the Word. If it is not in the Word, or if it cannot be backed by the Word, we have no obligation to it. Anything less than the Word is error; anything more than the word is Pharisaism. 

 There is a tendency among some to place revelations on the level of the Word, or even above the Word. The Word of God is the revealed will of God, and all valid revelations are supported by the Word. True revelations are not contrary to the Word, but are in agreement with it. Neither do they supplant the Word. The Apostle Paul was given an “abundance of the revelations” (2 Corinthians 12:7), but the Word was always supreme with him. His injunction was “Preach the Word” (2 Timothy 2:4) and he did not shun to declare the whole counsel of God.
 There is another tendency toward the acceptance of prophecies which cannot be substantiated by the Word. The Thessalonians were plagued by this insomuch that some began to despise prophecies. If one is not versed in the Word, he faces the possibility of doubt and disillusionment when he learns that some prophecy is spoken presumptuously. This is the reason the great apostle urged the Thessalonians to “Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:19-21).

 Another tendency is to place greater premium on miracles, signs, and wonders than on the Word. Miracles are not to supplant the Word, but are to confirm the Word. “And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following” (Mark 16:20). When the Word is preached and obeyed, then miracles, signs, and wonders are the normal Pentecostal sequence. The Word is preached and signs follow. These manifestations must never be exalted above the Word and magnified out of proportion because of their spectacular nature. Nevertheless, we must preach the Word and earnestly covet the signs and gifts which follow.   
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