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DIVINE HEALING FOR TODAY
 In recent years there has been a revival of divine healing throughout the world. The ministry of healing is becoming so prominent in the circles of Christendom that it has gained the attention of leading magazines and newspapers. The general public looks upon this ministry both with apprehension and wonder. Although many people have been taught that divine healing was restricted to the ministry of Jesus and the apostles, and that we are no longer privileged to claim this divine intervention in human sickness, the recent upsurge of the teaching and practice of divine healing has caused many people to restudy the subject. As a result of this study, many ministers and laymen are making the discovery that healing is still available to all who will appropriate it through faith in Jesus Christ. And many churches have reinstituted praying for the sick in their services. 

 The experience of divine healing which is now occurring in some of the traditional churches is not a new dimension in religion. It is a revival of one of the great fundamentals in the ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In fact, it is a return to the apostolic operation. From the days of our Lord until this present day, God has manifested Himself with divers signs, wonders, and miracles. The manifestation of divine healing has never really been lost to the Church. In every century until now, including the dark ages, there were at least isolated incidents of divine healing. For example a second-century leader, Tertullian, said “For the clerk of one of them who was liable to be thrown upon the ground by an evil spirit was set free of his affliction. And how many men of the rank to say nothing of the common people have been delivered from devils and healed of diseases.” Clement in the third century said in giving instructions for visiting the sick and afflicted, “Let them therefore with fasting and prayer make their intercession and not with well-arranged and fitly-ordered words of learning but as men who have received the gift of healing constantly to the glory of God.” One cannot read history without being aware that attendant with every true revival of religion was the reemphasis of the miracles and healings characterized by the apostolic age. But, at the turn of the century with the coming of a Pentecostal outpouring, God began to work in an extraordinary manner. Accompanying this Pentecostal revival was a resurgence of divine healing. 
 One of the titles of God is Jehova-rapha which means “I am the Lord that healeth the.” It is His nature to heal. Has God changed with the centuries? Is He less powerful today than He was when the children of Israel were divinely protected? “There was not one feeble person among their tribes” (Psalm 105:37). God’s Word declares, “I am the Lord. I change not” (Malachi 3:6). The immutable, unchangeable God will not suffer His faithfulness to fail.

 The absence of divine healing in many churches today is not a testimony against the availability, but a testimony against the lack of appropriation of this glorious gift through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The Word of God tells us that “God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings” (1 Corinthians 12:28). If God has set healings in the Church, who then has the authority and the right to deny that He is able to heal today? This is the church age and the Church has been placed in the world as the agent of man’s healing, both soul and body.
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