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DEMONIC ACTIVITY

The Word of God indicates that there will be a great increase in demonic activity in the last days, and it is evident that this sign of the last days is being fulfilled by an ever-increasing flood of satanic activity.  The increase in crime, fear, worry, atheism, demonic oppression and possession, drug addiction, spiritism, and occult activity is a definite fulfillment of the last-day prophecy.  “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13).

A few years ago one seldom heard of witchcraft, sorcery, and occultism, but today millions are being subjected to practices such as spiritual séances, magic, hypnotism, fortune-telling, and so forth.  Our society is beset by so many problems and so much confusion that in the absence of real faith men and women are seeking guidance from fortune-tellers and spiritualist mediums.

The increase in hallucinogenic drugs is a symbol of mankind’s frustration with life and an effort on his part to enter into a spiritual experience to receive an answer to his frustrations.  The reason that Eastern religious beliefs, such as reincarnation, transcendentalism and many others, are taking root in the Western world is because people have lost the true spiritual concept of a life in Christ.

The increased activity among warlocks and witches has become a real concern to our society and should be a matter of deep concern to the church.  Satanic churches, where people admittedly worship the devil, are being organized throughout the United States.  A satanic bible has been written by Aton LaVey, who poses as a pries of Satan.  This activity is also a fulfillment of last-day Scripture.  “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Timothy 4:1).

Some people are being subjected to the influences of spiritualism and occultism because they assume that whatever appears to be supernatural is of God.  But one must remember that power, signs, and lying wonders will characterize the last days.

One of the major reasons for an increase in satanic oppression is that people have resorted to solutions for their problems which are contrary to Scripture.  It is amazing how many people seek the counsel of clairvoyants and mediums, such as Jean Dixon.  There are an ever-increasing number of people who resort to their horoscope for guidance, not realizing that this is the method used by some fortune-tellers and astrologers to foretell the events of a person’s life or to answer certain questions.  The Word of God unequivocally condemns such practices and forbids a child of God to participate in such things.
God warned Israel that “there shall not be found among you any one that….useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.  For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12).  An examination both of the Old and New Testament Scriptures will clearly reveal that God condemns such practices.  Christians are not to have fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness (see Ephesians 5:11; 1 Corinthians 10:20).  It is obvious that if one seeks counsel from a fortune-teller that he is not seeking help from God, because a fortune-teller does not call upon God, but divines by occult methods and demonic power.

It is true that Satan often accommodates the seeker, but the Word of God warns us, “neither give place to the devil” (Ephesians 4:27).  As we grow nearer to the end of this age there will be a flood of satanic wickedness and the church must not be ignorant of the devices of Satan.  Therefore, there is a need for increased power in the church to combat this feverish activity of evil spirits in the last days.  We need not despair, because God has granted us power to overcome (1 John 4:4).
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