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CHURCH   APPRECIATION

There is an appalling ignorance concerning the Church and its mission in today’s world.  The Church as set forth in the New Testament is not, as many view it, an institution which man created.  Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone.  No other foundation can any man lay than that which was laid by Jesus Christ:  The Church is divine in origin.  It is indestructible and has tremendous surviving power.  Its message is eternal, and its mission is deathless.

The church possesses a body which man did not create nor can he destroy.  The Church is of God, but for man, and the church is vital to man’s Christian experience.

When the Spirit made His descent into the world, He visited the Church engaged in power and supplication.  It was a meeting of about 120 believers that Christ chose to pour out the gift of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost.  Therefore, the Pentecostal experience had its origin within the confines of the New Testament Church (Acts 2:1-4).

It is through the Holy Ghost that we are all baptized into one body which is the Church (1 Corinthians 12:13).  Christ set divers gifts of the Holy Ghost within the Church to aid its members in the administration and operation of the Church (1 Corinthians 12:5, 6).  He did not give gifts without prescribing order and placing powers of organization (governments) within the body to govern their operation.
While we are living in the age of the Spirit, we must not forget that we are also living in the age of the Church.  But, in times of great spiritual outpourings, there is a danger of emphasizing experience to the exclusion of basic truths and becoming experience-centered, thus creating a climate in which extremes develop.

It is as harmful to go beyond the teachings of the Scripture as it is not to accept the fullness of the Word.  Spiritual excesses of well-meaning persons can be very damaging and greatly hinder the work of God and the operation of the Spirit.  It is at this point that the Church serves as a guardian of our experience.  Experience and the Word must agree.

Every Christian experience must have a scriptural basis, because it is by this means that experience is tested.  If it will not stand the Scripture test, then it will not stand.  The Scripture is the final authority of faith in practice; therefore, it is the Scripture and not man’s experience that is the ultimate authority.  The Scripture is replete with exhortations for believers to minister to each other, and this is a grand privilege of the members of the body of Christ.

Members of the body are to pray one for another (James 5:16), edify one another (1 Thessalonians 5:11), comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18; 2 Corinthians 1:4), exhort one another (Hebrews 3:13; 10:25), and bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2), for we are members of one another (Ephesians 4:25).

God has placed each member in the body as it has pleased Him.  Although the members differ in our ministries and functions, we are all of one body.  The gifts differ according to the grace that is given (Romans 12:5, 6).

There is also a sense in which all of us are ministers of the Word.  We must all herald, proclaim, and announce the Word.  We must share the gospel as it has been shared with us.  Thus there are many varied ministries of the Church, both temporal and spiritual, some of which are interpersonal.

On the other hand, Christ gave unto the Church gifts of the Spirit in the form of gifted men.  “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelist; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13).
These gifted men were given to the Church to equip the saints for ministering work, with the view of building up the body of Christ until we attain unto the unity of faith and full spiritual maturity.

But there are those who, because of so-called spiritual revelation, or because of some hyper-spiritual experience, tend to disregard pastoral leadership and the counsel of the church.  They withdraw from the inspiration and influence of a balanced ministry, which makes them susceptible to error.  They function independent of the church, placing greater emphasis upon the small group concept of worship than of the worship of the body.

As a result, they begin to look upon the structured, organized body as an appendage to their experience and not the vital agency which it really is.  Without a doubt, there is benefit to be derived from small group meetings, but they usually go awry if they are not operated under the auspices of the church.  Such gatherings need strong supervision of mature leaders to avoid error and extremes.  Without proper leadership, the Word of God suffers abuse.

It is God’s order that the conduct and experience of Christians come under the scrutiny and care of the gifted ministries of the church.
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