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CHRIST’S   ATTITUDE   TOWARD   TITHING
 Jesus Christ did not repeal the law concerning tithing, rather He endorsed tithing. If tithing was not burdensome to those in Old Testament times, although they were required to give much more than is asked of Christians today, then surely we can cheerfully and willingly give that portion of our income which belong to God. 

 Tithe paying was a general practice in the days of our Lord. The sect which was strictest concerning tithing was the Pharisees; one was obligated to pay his tithe. He was obligated to tithe what he bought, what he sold, and what he ate to the treasury.

 What was the attitude or our Lord concerning the paying of tithes? Our Lord could not ignore the matter of paying tithes because He was brought face-to-face with it every day of His life. Even to buy a pennyworth involved the consideration of whether the penny had been tithed. If a woman set before her husband untithed food, it was an offense grave enough to permit divorce. 

 Jesus had to face the question of tithing. He taught the people as one having authority and we can be sure that they were not silent in their questions on this point. If Jesus Christ had not been a tither this would have been one of the first complaints of the Pharisees; for even when our Master dined with sinners, they murmured, “Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?” (Matthew 9:11).

 But not once in Scripture is Christ questioned concerning his obligation to tithe. The Pharisees were continually watching His every word and action, seeking to find fault with Him; but they never found it on this point.

 That Jesus Christ was admitted into the homes of the Pharisees for meals is evidence that He was a tither: “As he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine with him: and he went in, and sat down to meat” (Luke 11:37). It was definitely against the vow of a Pharisee to be the host of an outsider; that is, one who did not adhere to the pharisaical view.
 Jesus Christ did not come to destroy the law but to fulfill the law. If we examine closely the teaching of Christ in the Gospels, we will discover that Christ enjoined an almost lavish system of giving. He said to one man, “Sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven” (Luke 18:22).

When Jesus urged men to follow Him, He expected them to surrender all. A man must deny self, take up his cross, and follow Jesus Christ. He must hate “father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters…. And his own life also, or he cannot be…. [Christ’s] disciple” (Luke 14:26). 

 If Jesus Christ required such a rigid surrender on the part of His followers of some of the blessings most valued by all men, it is conclusive that man’s money was not exempt.
 There are those who feel that Christ denounced the Pharisees for their tithe paying. Christ did not offer disapproval to the Pharisee who said, “I give tithes of all that I possess” (Luke 18:22). His fault was not in his tithe paying but in his self-righteousness and egotism. Neither is there disapproval in Matthew 23:23, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin… these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

 The Lord did not disapprove of tithing but, on the contrary, expressed His approval by saying, “These ought ye to have done.” This scripture most certainly expressed the attitude of the Lord concerning tithes.

 Since tithing was generally accepted among religionists in the day of Jesus Christ, it was not necessary for Christ, to issue a new commandment concerning tithing; He merely summed up the matter of giving by these words: “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
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