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Acts 2:1-4

  There could not be a better setting for the reading of Acts 2, verses 1-4. We are seated at the foothills of the Upper Room, the cradle of Pentecost, where the first Pentecostal blessing was outpoured. 

  Pentecost simply means “the fiftieth day.” It was celebrated on the fiftieth day after the presentation of the first fruits of the barley harvest. it was the “feast of weeks” (Exodus 34:22, Deuteronomy 16:9-11) variously called the “Feast of Harvest” (Exodus 23:16) or the “day of first fruits.” (Numbers 28:26). It was the Jewish festival following the Passover and preceding the Feast of the Tabernacles. It was a time of celebration, and the people appeared before Jehovah to express their gratitude. It was a festival of good cheer and a day of joy. Freewill offerings were to be brought to the Lord on that day. And special liberality was to be shown to the stranger, orphans and the widows. (Deut. 16:10-14)

  The Christian may be asked as to why Pentecost was chosen as the time for the advent of the Holy Spirit. It was a day of jubilee and proclaiming of good tidings. It was the day of the dedication of the first fruits of the harvest unto the Lord, and it also insured the possession of the harvest itself, and it was a day on which the Lord accepted the offerings of the people. On such a notable day--the day of Pentecost--God chose to send the fullness of His blessing for world evangelization. And a new significance was added to the meaning of Pentecost, and the lives of Christ’s disciples were changed significantly. The happenings of that memorable day are told very marvelously and dramatically in the Acts of the Apostles. Truly, Pentecost “was fully come.”

  It was the feast of Pentecost and Jews, devout men of every nation under heaven, were making their way to the temple to celebrate Pentecost. As they came they were singing the songs of Zion. No doubt, they were singing the songs of David. “I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: wither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord.” (Psalms 122:1-4) While all of these people were converging on Jerusalem for a harvest home celebration, there was something else very significant happening in Jerusalem. A band of about 120 people including the apostles, with the exception of Judas, some women, Mary the mother of Jesus, and hid four brethren were attending the temple during the hours of prayer where they were praising and blessing God (Luke 24:53) and then resorting to the Upper Room where they continued waiting for the promise of the Lord.

  It was on the morning of the day of Pentecost. John the Baptist had prophesied in Matthew 3:11 that Christ would baptize His followers with the Holy Ghost and with fire. The Scripture say all of this happened suddenly. Not only did their ear hear and their eye see, but a life-changing experience happened within. “They were all filled with the Holy Ghost.” And as an announcement that the Spirit had come, they began to speak with other tongues. Tongues which they had not learned. Their hearts were aglow and their tongues were aflame.  This was all done, not according to their own will or by their own mind, but as the Spirit gave them the utterance. The Spirit is sovereign. He cannot be manipulated.

  Pentecost had come, and it had been sent by the Lord Jesus Christ who, Himself, is the Lord of Pentecost. The Spirit had for the fulfillment of the Lord’s mission to earth and to complete the great work of human redemption. In fact, any view of Pentecost is incomplete which is not associated with the accomplishment of our Savior’s mission to earth. No doubt the message of Calvary would not have reached the world without the coming of the Holy Spirit and the accompanying power. This what Pentecost is all about.

  Please notice that although the disciples had seen the spectacular and heard the spectacular and even felt the spectacular that they did not dwell on those things, but upon the message of the Lord Jesus Christ. I’m concerned today with those who have left the mainstream of the purpose of Pentecost and have focused upon the spectacular. This has always been the case of some. The Jews required a sign; the Greeks sought after wisdom; those of Mars Hill were constantly seeking for some new thing. It was Bartleman, one of the fathers of Pentecost as Azusa Street in California who said, “All of us like the spectacular, but we do not seem to understand the wonderful.” The crowds followed Jesus for the fishes and loaves, but when He gave the demands for discipleship, many went back and followed Him no more. (John 6:66)

  At this particular time in the great revival of Pentecost, we cannot be distracted by those things which would draw away our focus from Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the theme of Pentecost.  He is the message of Pentecost. He is the fountain head of Pentecost, and He Himself is the Baptizer of Pentecost. 

  We not only sit here tonight in the presence of history a few years away from the Upper Room, but we are also setting just a short distance from the Mount of Olives to which our Lord shall return in power and great glory. We do not know just how near the coming of the Lord is, but we do know that in the last days He has promised to pour out His Spirit upon all flesh. And tonight we celebrate that promise. 

  This prophecy that He will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh is placed in the context of the last days.

  This Pentecostal revival shall result in multitudes coming to Christ, multitudes that no man can number. Christ was not defeated upon Calvary. There will not be more people in hell than there are in heaven. Christ conquered on Calvary, “...having made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” (Col. 2:15) He triumphed on the cross. He was the King on the cross. Pilate said He was. He reigned from the cross. So we celebrate the day day when they shall come from the east and the west and the north and the south and sit down in the kingdom of God, and when we shall be gathered together as the general assembly of the firstborn in heaven where the multitudes will continue to celebrate throughout the ages. “And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying with a loud voices, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory and blessing.” (Revelation 5:11,12)

  In conclusion, I would like for you to be able to celebrate your personal Pentecost tonight. Let us review briefly the attitude of the people who received the fullness of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost. They were all with one accord. There was an atmosphere of unity. Unity always invited the Spirit because it is by one spirit that we are baptized into one body. Division repels the Holy Spirit, quenches and grieves the Holy Spirit and drives Him from our presence. So it is essential that unity be maintained in the body of Christ. I lift up a flag of warning here that as we draw nearer to the closing days of times that there will be a feverish activity of the spirit of error and the spirit of division which would try to retard the Pentecostal revival. If the devil can bring doctrinal differences and divisive practices into this Pentecostal revival, he will retard the progress. He has tried persecution, opposition, etc. and all of his tactics have failed. He will make one last stand to accomplish his goal. But I have good news for you. You don’t have to worry, he was defeated at Calvary. We will win. Only in a spirit of unity can there be the full flow of the Holy Spirit.

  Secondly, there was an atmosphere of praise. They were in the temple continually praising and blessing God. (Luke 24:53) The Holy Spirit comes on the wings of praise. A review of the history of Pentecost will reveal that many people have received their Holy Spirit baptism in times of praise. So “Delight thyself also in the Lord; and He will give thee the desires of thine heart.” (Psalms 37:4)

  Thirdly, although there was adversity on every hand, the people had great joy. An attitude of joy in the presence of the Lord invites the Holy Spirit. The joy of the Lord is our strength and joy is a characteristic of the Holy Spirit. It is the fruit of the Holy SPirit. “They did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart.” (Acts 2:46) “They were all filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost.” Acts 13:52) “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” (Romans 14:17) So let us come before Him with thanksgiving to receive the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 


