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CAMP MEETINGS

Most revival movements supported the camp meeting idea in their early beginnings; but as they became more affluent and sophisticated, and as their fervor waned, camp meetings were abandoned as something obsolete or irrelevant to their needs.  Today, many of those churches have no semblance of their glorious past.  In fact, most of their glory is in the past.  They have traded their glory for that which did not profit.  Many people who, as bystanders, observe our church say that this is the inevitable route for us.  When it comes to the church, I do not believe in the cyclical view of history but rather in purposive control.  God directs His church, and history does not have to repeat itself.  I believe that we can stem the tides of these times and hold to the old Book and the old faith in the midst of apostasy and spiritual declension.  Thank God, the revival fires still burn among us, and the desire for seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord are still coveted.  Let us briefly review what camp meeting really means to us.

Camp meeting is a time of fellowship.  
People of like precious faith meet together in a spiritual atmosphere to share their victories, rejoice over their successes, discuss their problems, and refuel for the Christian race.  Those who have struggled in hard places are encouraged in the Lord when they behold what God has wrought for their fellow laborers.

Camp meeting is a time for reaffirmation of the faith.  Those who have a tendency to feel that the church has slackened its pace and has relaxed its stand on certain vital principles behold thousands who are contending for the faith once delivered unto the saints; and they take courage, reaffirm their Pentecostal persuasion, and go forth with vigor to defend the faith.
Camp meeting is a time of rededication.  

All of us live at such a rapid pace that little time is spent in meditation and reflection.  To retire from the workaday world for concentrated seasons of prayer and study of the Word replenishes the soul.  It is in an atmosphere such as this that one can restate his commitment and renew his covenant.

Camp meeting is a time of evangelism.

Although camp meetings are primarily geared to the needs of Christians, unsaved members of the family come along and attend the services.  Amidst the hallelujahs, amens, glories, and the manifestations of the Spirit of God, these people are convicted of their sins, and camp meeting time becomes a time of evangelism.  When revival comes to a camp meeting, crowds are attracted and seeking souls are led into deeper experiences with the Lord.  Curious persons who attend and stand on the fringe are convinced of righteousness and are attracted to the church.

May the old-fashioned camp meeting never be relegated to a mere convention, conference, or convocation; but may it continue to be that revival fire in which the Church was born.
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