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A   PROSPEROUS   CHURCH

In the most remarkable 118th Psalm, there is a prayer which is my prayer for the Church, “O Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity” (Psalm 118:25).  I pray for the prosperity of the church.  By prosperity I do not mean larger and more commodious buildings in which to house our people.  In some quarters congregations have overbuilt and have burdened themselves with real estate that they can least afford.  Some churches have invested more in the building than they have in the message.  Although functional facilities are desired, they are not indispensable to prosperity.

The early church operated for almost two hundred years with very limited physical facilities, worshiping in homes and wherever they could meet with the saints.  Most of their work was done on their jobs and in the streets where they were witnessing and telling the story of Jesus with blazing tongues of fire.  Their religion was not confined to a building, and their concept of a church was not bricks and mortar but a living organism composed of vital Christians who ceased not to preach and teach Jesus Christ.

By prosperity I do not necessarily mean large crowds.  The surging crowds are an inspiration and have a tremendous effect upon people, but a crowd does not always indicate prosperity.  A crowd may even be attracted by the unfaithfulness of a man who draws people to himself.  While crowds are desirable, we must always keep in mind that the more important thing is not how many people we attract but what we do with those and to those whom we attract.  We shall stand accountable for them at the Day of Judgment.

A church is prosperous when the members of that church are in vigorous health.  A man who is in vigorous spiritual health lives by faith, and his faith is strong.  Not only is his faith strong but his love is ardent, for it is “faith which worketh by love.”  Our love will ever be proportionate to our faith.  His love for the Word of God is ardent, and his appetite for spiritual things is keen.  He has an ardent love for souls.  Nothing is too little for love to notice, and nothing is too great for love to attempt.
A church is prosperous when it is constantly increasing.  People instinctively turn towards a church like this and say, “I want to be a part of it.”  A church that is continually increasing is a working church.  It is not an army of invalids or a dormitory for sleepers, but it is the front line of defense.  The love of Christ constrains its members, for love does not wait for commands.  It only longs for opportunities for service.  The members of a prosperous church are asking “Lord, what wilt Thou have me do?”

Lord, give us a prosperous church where faith is strong, where love is ardent, where members are being added, and where the members are working sacrificially.  O Lord, I beseech Thee, send now prosperity.
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