[image: image1.jpg]3 g TP
" |

¥ ,v..,u., (LN




A   FAITH   CRISIS

The changing times have produced a faith vacuum and people flounder because they do not know what they believe or why they believe.  I would submit what a person truly believes determines what he is and what he does.

Dr. Dean M. Kelley made a study of why churches declined and came to the conclusion that there were two essential ingredients in successful churches: (1) convincing answers to the meaning of life, and (2) demands for commitment to the answers.  He discovered that churches which have declined in attendance, had budget crises, and various difficulties were those which might have been expected to attract this generation.  Most of these churches were affluent, educated, refined, urbane, and sophisticated.  They had programs for the young people, entertainment, and recreation.  Their facilities were outstanding and they possessed a liberal attitude toward social practices.  Yet, these churches have been losing people year after year.  He noticed that other churches which were outwardly unattractive and which sometimes had a poorly educated ministry but a strict imposition of uniformity and belief in behavior were flourishing.  
The church which is positive in the declaration of its faith is going to grow.  The New Testament church was positive about its faith, hence its rapid growth.  And any church which fails in this respect will not provide the essential structure for growth.  Strong churches are always characterized by commitment, discipline and zeal.  Therefore, it is startling to observe the lack of the true concept of faith among the young people of this generation.

There was a time when the church was reinforced in its teaching and practices by the home, the school, and other social organizations.  The faith taught in the church was undergirded by the home, confirmed in the school, and underscored by other segments of society.  Today, the faith of young people is constantly under attack at home, at school, and from most organizations which touch their lives.  They are faced with a permissiveness which tells them to do their own thing and to cast off their inherent values.  They classify values of the home as being puritanical, outmoded and obsolete.  The atmosphere about the young people of our day foments with rebellion against the faith of our fathers.
In the educational world, there is a concerted effort to bring about the demise of the faith.  The sharpest battle of the century is the battle for the hearts and minds of our youth.  Some school teachers who should be dedicated to the building of faith are rather dedicated to the proposition of destroying faith in God.

The deterioration of the basic institutions which once reinforced the faith of the church places an even greater responsibility on the church to develop its young people in its doctrine and practices.

The Word of God concludes that when all of the generation of Joshua was gathered unto their fathers “there arose another generation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel” (Judges 2:10).

We are always only one generation away from the extinction of the faith.  Therefore, it becomes a task of first magnitude to develop our young people in the doctrine and practices of the church as we know them today, lest there arise another generation among us who knows nothing of Pentecost and cannot remember the mighty works which He has wrought among us.

A program of indoctrination and nurture should be a first priority in every church.

Ray H. Hughes

