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A   CHALLENGE   TO   CHURCH    PLANTING
 The New Testament Church continued steadfastly in the doctrine of the apostles. They established the churches as they continued their pattern of growth (Acts 9:31).

 Evangelism is a continuing ongoing program of making disciples, with disciples making other disciples, which result in churches which reproduce other churches. Therefore, it becomes a responsibility of the church to reproduce. Wherever you find a virile church, it will reproduce itself. This is the normal New Testament pattern of growth.

 To neglect the planting of a new church can be fatal to the spiritual life of a congregation, because it is unnatural to continually receive and not to give. Churches which fail to reproduce become dormant, and their inactivity often breeds division. This division arises because members are not engaged in a program which they know that the Holy Spirit prompts them to support. For this reason, splinter groups will often leave the church and begin an unsupervised effort.

 Planting of churches should claim the attention of all believers. It is so easy for ministers and members alike to have an inverted vision and become interested only in their own local program. A church that continually looks inward will soon cease to expand and reach out. When a minister and church become selfish, self-centered, and refuse to share members and finance to assist in outreach, they cannot for long claim the title of “Pentecostal”. The church at Jerusalem covered the entire city with the gospel, but it did not stay in Jerusalem. Their vision drove them beyond the borders of their city.

 Philip, a layman who was a member of the board at Jerusalem, was moved by the Spirit to begin the planting of churches in Samaria. It was through men of Cyrus and Cyrene, laymen whose names are not mentioned, that the church was started at Antioch. Aquila and Priscilla started churches in Ephesus and Rome in their own house. Nymphas started a church in his house. Everywhere the believers of the New Testament church went, churches sprang up.
 Follow the ministry of the Apostle Paul and one readily discovers that it was a ministry of church planting. He preached in cities “not where Christ was named, lest [he] should build upon another man’s foundation” (Romans 15:20). He preached in regions beyond, and the growth was so rapid that new churches were planted in every major city of the known world in less than forty years after the death of Christ., His ultimate goal in witnessing was to bring together a community of believers who in turn would take the gospel to others, thus the gospel to others, thus developing more churches.

 This great apostle did not have to limit the planting of churches because of limited funds or lack of personnel. He enlisted and trained lay leadership. He structured the church for mission and taught the people to assume responsibility in the early stages of the church. The churches that he established were indigenous, and they did not depend on money from outside sources, but fully and unreservedly gave themselves to the ministry of outreach. The church must again recapture this spirit if it is to reach the cities, towns, and villages or our generation.
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