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AWARENESS    OF    THESE    TIMES

Everywhere I turn there is crisis.  People are confused, frustrated, cast down by fear and anxiety, and distressed by uncertainty.  These crises must be faced with a critical awareness.  So many people are not sensitive to the times.  They live detached from their times as though they were passive witnesses on the balcony or standing on the sidelines.  But we must have an awareness that will constrain us to be involved.

This means that one does not just take a look at life; he lives life to the fullest and expends himself.  He does not live to himself; out of his selflessness he is committed to others.  He has an awareness of purpose in life, and only as one discovers purpose in life can he travel through the maze of difficulty in our day.

God has created us for His pleasure and for His glory, and when one strives to live up to this goal, he becomes the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  Salt is a preservative; therefore, those who would live up to the desire of our Maker will be a preservative for the boiling pot of corruption and a light to the darkness which prevails.

There is an apparent hopelessness on the present scene of world history, but it becomes our God-given responsibility to bring strength out of weakness, sweetness out of bitterness, and righteousness out of corruption.

We are reminded by the Apostle Paul that Christians are to shine as lights “in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation” (Philippians 2:15).  Hopefully, as lights we can give direction and influence.  As children of light, the darkened world must see our brilliance; we must light the lives of others.  There is a dire need for someone to serve this generation unselfishly, according to the will of God.

As times worsen there must be a renewed awareness of our place in society.  We cannot affect our society unless we become involved in those things which make for change.  The prevailing attitude of these times is that the great society owes us a living.  The philosophy of some people is:  “Because I was born, I am entitled to a comfortable living whether I work or not.  Because of who I am, I must be supported regardless of the imposition on others.”  As a result of this philosophy we have created an almost unmanageable welfare program.

Our greatest need is an awareness of eternal values.  The educational system of our day has failed us.  Men have acquired a body of knowledge but do not possess a sense of eternal values.  Secularism has triumphed, and man has come to serve the temporal rather than the eternal.  Things temporal must be made to serve the ends of things eternal.
Wrapped up in this concept of values is the motivating force of service to mankind.  In a highly technical society, we tend to dehumanize man and things become our masters rather than our servants.  As we master the things of this life, we make them our servants for eternal good.

In the words of Hamlet: “What is a man if his chief good and market of his time be but to sleep and feed?”

Jesus answered this question, “Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?” (Matthew 6:25; “For a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15).

We face our crises of life in the power of the Spirit.
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